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> , Eſpecially thoſe within the Colony of the MASSACHUSETS 
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To tak heed of eApoface 1, * 


Wo 


A Treatiſe of Remembrance of what God hath been to us, as alſo 
what we ought, and what we eught not to be to him, as we de- 
ſice the prolonging of our Proſperous Dayes in the Land which 


the Lord our Gog hath given us. 


— — 


By Thomas Shepard, Teacber of the Church of Chriſt in 
| _. - *_ Charlfiomn;. 
Who was appointed by the e Magiſtrates, to Preach on the day of 


1: E+L E C -F:]; O. N- EY 


- 


at: Boſton, May 15. 1672. 


. . be lifted uy, andthou forget the Lord thy God. | 

; Chap 5.32,33. Te ſball obſerve to ao therefore as the Lord your God 
Cab communatd vu: 101 ſhall not turn afice tothe right handor to tie 
 - 19499 ſhall gatkin Meitways which theLord your God hathCom- 
F.  manded you, that ye may hve, andthat it may be well with you, and 
that ye may Prolong your dayes in the Land which-ye ſhall polleſs. 
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-Devt:8. 10; &c:Wwhen-thou haſt 'Eaten,and att: full, then thou ſhalt: 
Bleſs the-Lord thy God, for the good Land which be bath given thee. © Bes| 
4retbat ibuurforg et not. the; Lord'thy: God in'1ot keeping bis Com-' 

,. Mandments, &c.:: Left when thou.bsſt eaten and art full—-thine Heart - 


£ 


T hat Spiric - of Zeal :for Gods Glory 4 with *&-Compaſſionate . 
Deſire of, and.'Care for-th> Recovery-and Proſperity of a 
Sick People, which- vifibly runneththroagh the hole of this Trea-: 
tiſe; hath encouraged us. to Commend it-to-the- Peruſat and 'Pious: 
Iraprovemeat of-all Sober-minded, and well-affeGted Chriftiavs, in- 
to whoſe. hands it may come: + Heartily wiſhing it may prove: as . 
Proficable, as. we .judgg. it. Seafonable.. We willingly add , 


4% 


"ROERw Joke Sherman: 


Chriſtian Reader. POT gs, ea F SONY 
RM 4c profyerity of the ſtate and Church, of the people and their 
a] BR. ſouls lies neareſt the hearts of allto whom Chrilts Intereſt is 
5 dearin the World : But «fpecially thoſe faithfull watch 
D Y48&X #104 wbom God bath ſ.6 upon th:ir walls. Tis profyue.ty 
#5 as Religion us, either flouriſhing or dying. That a places ]EHO- 
VAH SHAMMAH, anudaland IMMANUEL, ſpeaks bath 
their priviledge and duty. T heir Obligation to walk with God, and thtir 
ſalvation in ſo walking. This made Moſes, Joſhua, Samuel, David, 
and other faithful Shepherds ſo ſolemuly charge Iſrael to abide with God 
when they could no longer abide with Iſrael. tence roſe Peters reſolution 
as long as ke abode in bis Tabernacle to put them always in remem- 
braxce, though they were eſtabliſhed in the preſent truth. The ſacred 
Aſſemblies at our EleGions preſents New-Englands repreſentatives,as - 
ſometimes Ifrach before Joſhuah, yea, before the 'Lord : Hence firs up © 
from tbe ſame ſpirit in 6ll the faithful meſſengers of Criſt to wbom on 
ſuch days the door of opportunity aud utterance ts opencd, an earneſt 'de- 
ſire to leave their ſolemn teſtimony for Gods Glory and this peoples good; © 
Such ts this Serman now in thine band : Ther: fore the more diligen ly to 
be gitended þy all that unfeignedly love our Lord Ieſus, their ſouls, fami- - 
lies Churches, and this Colony. T bough:tbe Prophets dye, yet ſuch words + 
will live to take bold of thoſe that will not b.6r, as they did. of Iſrael. *T's 
an obſervation worch olſerving, Iſraels liberty from Egypt began with the | 
meeting and kiſſing of Nofes and Aaron in the mount of God, and the * 
peoples obediente : Their bondage to Babylon entred by their attention to 
prophets of their own and their non-ſubjetion to the prophet « of God, 
2 Chton.36.12,15,16. : Hence that patberical- exclamation, Oh that my 
| people had hearkned!-Jſa.48. 18,19. Irs not the: leaſt of our wilderneſs 
mercies, That from the beginning we bave ſeen this union. Our g00d'G od 
bath neither ſuffered our teachers to be driven into corners, nor left them 
to run altogether i1 yain by ſhutting the door of faith where ke bath open- 
ed the door of utter ance. ' This fbort teſtiatvony given Forth by this watch- 
full ſhepherd tn ſo ſolemn an aftembiy from the Lord, tbere is another tryal 
whether the ſame faith & faithfulneſs, which 4welt in oxr fathers in tbe firfÞ - 
times of theſe plaut ations dwelt in us, alſo their children, That Godbath 
continued us Jer in the mount of G ofpel iibertics, is through bis grace out 
of Queſtion, The ſpirit of Union, and the-ſyirit of ſubjeltion ts Gods order 
is mujs *o be enquired after. Well! this 1s. qur preſent Teſt.. This 
Sermon procecded from the Urim and Thummim which our Lord Ieſus 
hath put into the breaſt plate or bart of the ſpeaker, thst is faith and loye : 
? A323 may 


| mayit meet with'the ſameſpirit1 


0 


ly proſper ,and evidence our due attention to the voice of Nebemiab upon 


the walls; and our real acknowledgement of New- Englands true inte-- 


reſt nor to ly, and ſothe continued firmneſs of the tenour whereby we bold 
our precious and pleaſant things, De we therefore O-generation, ſee the 
word of the Lord, its preciouſneſs, the glory of the New-Teſtament Mi- 
niſtry? Do we ſe: the matchleſs ſplendour, beauty,brightneſs of the Sua 


of. righteouſneſs ſhining in the heavenly glaſs. of Goſpel-miniſtrations 


4 the heart of the bearer, it will certain- 


and Divine Iofticutions? FH ath this convinced ns of the ſinfulne('s of ſm,.. 


eſpecially of unbelief and tbe want of love ? Hath this convinced us of the 


Loodneſs of Gods ways, and our neceſſity to ſell all for the pearl? Have we- 


by it ſeen an end of all wordly perfections, ſo as to hate our very lives | 


for Chriſt, yea, for his people, truth and ways ? Doth it indeed make us 


toabhorr all evil, and imbrace in loveall ways and means appointed by - 


God to keep us from it? Then, if theſe things be ſo in truth,-this Word 


will be precious tous. Oh N. E. Chriſtians know your: day,: your tryal, _ 


the preſence, the voice of the Lord : That the dreadful wo of-Corazin and - 


Bethſaida fal nut xpon us for contempt,neglect,ſloath,unprofitableneſs. . 


Bethink we our ſelves, Apoſtucy comes not.with obſ ervation.: we-ſlide back + 
by degrees inſenſible, Where is then thy firſt love, holineſs, zeal that: 


could not bear with them that are evill ?. 15.219t the zeal of. ove abated ro 


God, Chriſthretbren,truths,order, ordinances? Where js brotherly watch, 


LY 


= 


tendernels, kindneſs, bowcls of imercics, forgiveneſs? Are theſe to be-- 


found as in the firſt times? If not, Its high time to b:ar theſe. Divine expo- 
ſtulations ; to remember whence we. are fallen, to repent and doour firſt 


works. Behold Chriſt calls, Its the voice of thy beloved that now ſtands .at - 


thy door and knocks, full.of yearning of bawels towards thee, Hehnows : 


not bow.to give thee up and make thee lize former .Examples of bis fierce. 


indignation, Oh letour ſouls open to hin that knocks, Be we-not ſtiff. 


necked aud rebellious, Be we not Lards that will no more come unto bim. 


Make baſte, return, come.uoto thy God who.is thy-ſtrength and glo- . 
ry. Thou ſhalt be a happy people, O N.E. aslong as thou art an obe- 


dient people, and thine:Enemies ſhall be found lyars unto thee.: That - 


the Lo:d may efftually work, '0 efabliſp what we. bave, and make up , 
© + what is wanting to ws, by hi .bleſſmng on this and-ati other | ſuch. like Tefti- . 


menics given to bis truth among us is the prayer of - 


Your Brother and Servant in the Lord, . Thomas Thatcher... 


Fe | 
/ 


*_ 
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CS JFEREMIAH: 2. 3%. 

| O generation, ſee ye theWWord of the Lo:1 : 
have I been a wilderneſs unto Iſrael * a1 nd 
of darkneſs * wherefore ſay my people, We 1-2 


Lords, we will come no more unto thee .- 


| 


mote the True worſhip of God,and to fuppreſs what is contrary there-' 
unto, | 
Thefewords contain the Lords ſolemn: and affeQionatc' expofiula-'* 
tion with his peopte, both as tothe: equity and goodneſt of his way? 
toward them, and the Iniquity and Perverſcneſs' of their waycs to- 
ward himfelf ; wherein the Lordlabours to recover the degenerating_ . 
back-ſliding-people, ſhewing,*( x ) What he hat been to: them, viz. . 
not a Wilderneſs, nor a Land of darkneſs. ('2-) What returns” they - 
© had made uats the Lord, viz. Wherefore ſaymy Pedple, &c. . Particu-' 
larly obſerve :. x. The Compellatiou which is-ufed, 5. e.{ © Gone - 
ration: ,] 2,Theattention which the Lordcalls for from them,-to'whar: : 
he had to propound to: then, 5. e. *{ See ye the: Y Vord of the Lord |] 
3.-Parts of GodsExpoſtulation, orthe thing which the Lord would; : 
Expoſtulate-with them about, +iz. -Have'l been a VV aa ren | 
STR INS ANDY Ir A'S, | ac. . 


and wherefore do my People ſay &c. wherein. we may take notice of 
' theſe two things: 2 | | 

1, The Lords Vindication' and Acquittance of himſelf from all 
_—_ [ Havel been a YV Vilderneſs, &C. | q-d.1haye not been ſo unto 
them, | 

2. The Lords Crimioation of [{-acl,or his Expoſtulatory Indictment 
and Charge drawn up againſt this People by the Lord himſelf, pro- 
-pounded\ by way of Query, i.e. i ta 1 ſay my People, &c. 

| Explication. _* 

[0 Generation ] This word is ſometimes taken for Tome certain 
ſort or company of men whatloever, Prov. z0.411,12,tz. ſometimes 
it hath reſpect to a Nation ſpringing from {ſuch and ſuch Anceſtors, 
7uag. 2,40, and ſoinour Text; it betok:ns the perſons in ſuch an age 
ſucceediog their Fathers, who were in 7eremzahs time upon the ſtage 
.of Action, Eccleſ. 1.4. One Generation p«ſſcth away and another Ge- 
neration cometh, but the Earth ( the great ſtage of Action; upon which- 
all Generations are to aCt their part) abideth for eyer: and ſo theſe 
19 our Text were to endure and coatinue ſo long as until they had 
done the work of their Generations: and it is here alſo a_degene- 
| rating Generation thac is taxed( as Calvin notes) q d. into what times 
are we fallen! what an age is this we live in! well, be it what it will be , 
yet O Generat.on hear ! it was a ſtrange generation that he is ſent to 
ipeak unto, however he hath ſomething to ſay to them. . 

See the Word of theLord, [ DO YOU. SEE ] Emphatical- 
ly doth the Lord (asit were ) point to them ſo and fo circumſtanced, 
as ſpringing from ſuch and ſuch Anceſtors do you ſee? q. d. you your 
ſelves being Judges may conſider this matter : See ye the Word Ss, the 
Lord, or this Matter ( for ſocthe Nown is ſometimes rendred ) that 
which the Lord had to propound to them for their Obſervation the 
word for { Seeing ] imports plain diſcerning, clearly, curiouſly, and 
exactly to ſec and regard a thing : it is rendred to regard, Pſai. 66. 18. 
and to conſider, Eccleſ.7.14. ſoverþa ſenſss, &c. and lee the Word of 
theLord, as lie had ſpoken by his Servants, viz. That if bis Feople 
would but cleave to bim, O how be would bl:ſs them ! thus ſee how the 
Lord hath made that good, fulfilling with his hand what he ſpoke with. 
his mouth, 1 K5ng.$, and not one thing hath failed faith 7oſbua, Chap. - 
23.14. of all the good the which the Lord your God ſpake concerning 

/ : v you, 


— 


you, ſee this-Word of the Lerd'in ot? Text, confidet it, and remehh- 
ber what I fay, ds bne oper youreyes and you may behioldthie rrutly. 
of what I am now putting you in minde of: q. 4. look over your expt-' 
_riencesz mark-the many fignal, undeniable demonſtrations of my 


being ts you not 4 wilder neſs, nor &e. | 

[ Hare-l been a wilderneſs to Iſrael? ] by Iſrael is megnt the People 
of Godin Covenantwirk him, .his peculiar people : and this Que- 
ſtion is to be underſtood in way of a ſtrong Negation : 'the Lord bad 
0: been ſo to ther; and the Lord fo ſpeaks as putting it to them them- 
ſelves to be jadge in the caſe : have I been ſo?-do you conſult your 
own experience, arid let that miake the anſwer, and the true anſwer 
muſtbe, that afſiiredly I have not been a Wilderneſs to lracl; yet the 
expreſhon doth iniply orimport atleaſt their tacit arid praQical accu- 
fation of the Lord that he had been ſo to ther; and if they ſpeak not 
fo in Words, yet the Langage of their hearts (which the Lord knew) - 
and of their way ( which others mightobſerve)didbetokert as much; - 
tad _ ore ths oy _ hits —_ eo icegeiags 
charge of any utipodly, unthankfut murnitirers it the- Congre 0 
 Ifrael: the Weds roaphoticat; Have't beer a wilderneſs to If- 
rae!?-i,.e. havel been that to my People which a Wildernefs is unto - 
men that are made to wilder therein, where they meet with nothing : 
bur wants, and tertour, and wee, &c. and it may ſeem to allude to the 
ſtate and condition of the' Childrerr of Ifracl in the Wilderneſs, of 
which there is ſpeech, Det. 8.2, 15; where the Lord led them forty 
years to humble them and to prove them, &e. called the greet-and ter- 
rib/e wilderneſs, where were fiery Serpents, and Scorpions, and Drought, . 
&'. called moreover, .4 weſteowling wilderneſs. chap. 32.10: :@ Jer. 
2..6, deſcribed xo be, 4 Landof Deſarts, and Pits, 2 Land of Drought 
and of the Shadow'of Death, a Land that no man paſſed pot Ir ore : 
where no may dwelt, ani contradiffineniſhed from the Land ſpoken of, . 
ver.7«.4 pleaſant and a fruitful Eaad: There are theſe five things | 
which we may conſider of ina Wildernefs; 

Ii A Wilderneſs notes a deſolate; ſolitary place, without Inhabi-. 
hee and where there lets, npen en require "T2 10s: 

y bave made my pleofarit portion a deſolate wi 's there's no-man : 
paſſing through, no mandwelling there; burit's deſerted and forſaken 
of men, without that ſociety.and communion-there that. might- elſc- 
whers be comfortably enjoyed: thus ſaid.the Lord;have bbrrn ſoto _ 0 


*have Ileft you alone without granting to you the beauties of bolineſs, and 


that com:ly order of thy Tents O Iſracl, and of thy T abernacles O Jacob! 


' bave jou not had my preſence with you, andmy company that might be 


inſtead of all toyou? | | 
2. A Wilderneſs ſpeaks a place uncultivated, a condition deſtitute” 
of many neceſlary comforts, as aforeſaid, there's ſuffering hunger and 


thirſt, Pſal. 1 07.4, 5. the Wilderneſs is not only a ſolitary way where 


no City 1s to dwell in, but they want meat} and drink, and heir foul: 
faints within them, now have [ been ſo to you, ſaid the Lord! havel 
ſuffered you to want ? as to outward bodily {00d ? have nor ] provi 
ded for you ? the Lord fed his people in the Wilderneſs with Manna, 
bread from Heaven; and ſo likewiic as to ſpiritual proviſion, and refre« 
ſking, have you found me ſtreight-banded to you therein? when ludeb 
is rcmoved away.for their incorrigiblene(s in their ſin to Babylon from 
the Sanftuary of God, becauſe of their Sanctuary fins, we finde that 


.calleda Wilderneſs, Ezck,19.4z. Now ſbe #5 planted in the Wilder- 


neſs, in a dry and thirſty ground; ſo was Babylo» to' the People of 
Tudab, without ſpiritual food for their ſouls, and they-otherwife in 
great ſtraits: Have then(ſaid the Lord)been as a barren Land to you, 
as an untill d and a fruitleſs ſoyle, that brings forth nothing to thoſe 
that come there for ſatisfation orfor theic refreſhing? have I been 
ſuch, andſo as chat you could not finde a living with me? or as though 
it were more profitable to have ſerved other Gods? | 


3. Ina Wilderneſs there is not a beazen-path; whence it is that 


men there are in'danger to be ioſt, and are made to wander about for 
want of a way before them wherein they might travail : . context, v.6.. 
it is ſaid to be a Land that no man paſſed through, and ſo here was no 
beaten road or plain path before them ; Nave. I been'thus to you ſaid. 
the Lord ? have | not made your way plaiu before you atall times, and. 
paſſable, ſo that you have had direction and cenduct from me?: have 
not I led|you in the right way ? Pſal. 107.7. bave you been at a loſs at 
any time, and I-not near at hand to direct and counſel you? &c. haye 
you nor heard a voice, as ler. 0.21. ſayiog, this is the way, when you 
have been ready to turn aſide to the xight hand orto the left? , 
4. Again, in a wilderneſs there is ngt only want of many comforts, 
bu there is danger as to many poſitive:evils which ſuch are expoſed 
unto ; Hence inthe. Scriptures before mentioned, the wilderneſs ls ſaid. 
to be.a land gf pits & fiery ſerpents; when Chriſt is in the wilderneſs bee 
| | : | | ſaid 


L 


among the wildbeaſts. Mark 1.13. and there are the briars and thorns | 
\ of the wilderneſs, Judges 8.7. they that are in a wilderneſs ſtate may_ 


*Q 


. word there uſed is al'o of the ſane original with that in Toſh, 2.4.7. ren- 
od 6 | 


Jook to ſuffer much: and thus it| a place of temptation ; Chriſt . 
is therefore led jnta. the wilderneſs tobe tempted ; Math. 4.1. thus (may, 
the Lord ſay ) have I been as & wilderneſs, to ſting and vex you? to en-, 
trap you, to terrifie youang/ tear you in pieces? Have, not I rather 
freed you from many temptations, and delivered you from the ſnares, 
that many-times have been. laid for you by others? have I been as a 
waite bowling wilderneſs, or as @ devonring grave and pit of deſtruttion 
5. eA wilderneſs ft Decged in, nor fenced about , whatis' in the, 
wilderneſs hath: no defence, but lies open to the injury of thoſe that. 
will break in to Bark the Trees thereof, and root up the ſame; the. 
wilderneſs is no. Incloſure, bave Ithin wer) to your havel left you 
withoutdefence, without an hedge of proteCtion ? have you not been as. 
an incloſed garden tome, and I a wall of fire round about you? have not. 
I given. youthoſe walls, ſuch Defenders, Leadecs, Inſtruments of ſafc-. 
ty, whereby you have been hedged about, walled io, and ſecured?  _ 
In ſumme, bave I beea-unto you as ſuch a. place of terrours, and. 
ſorrows, and miſery:?a place which all men would fly from and depre-. 
cate? no, the. Lord had not been ſo to them: yea, fer Meioſin, hereby. 
is meant. that the Lord bad been. their glory by bzs preſence, and a foun-. 
tainof living waters to them, aud their ſalyation, howeyer they had, 
forſaken him :- .- |: .. If Ws "M 
. oe land of dark» eſs] darkneſs betokens the privation of light : -it 
is divers times in Scripture. taken for trouble, ignorance, ſorrow, and 
(in a'word ) all wofull evill,. Joel 2.2. 4 day. of darkneſs and gloami-+ 
neſs, - which. latter word is. of the ſame, derivation' with this in our. 
text : ſo, Eccleſ. 7. 1.8,, and lee Hatth. 4.46. the word in our text ac: 
cording to the notation of itis. thought to ſignifi ſtrictly ſuch darkneſs. 
as is in an immediate and extraordinary manner fent from God, even: 
moſt horrid darknels ( terra caliginis maxime, compsſitum cu m romine 
divino[ Jah ] augende i oe aprtvge Buxtorf;. in nomen ipſuns 
[ mpbaljab, | fuch:darknels as was that plague of darkneſs to Egypt , 
Exod.40.22. when asthe child:en of Iſracl had light in_ their dyellings, 
ver.2.3. Where the noune of the fame Original (and the ſame in a man- 
ner with this in our text) is uſed [there was thick, darkye/s in the land 
of Egypt three. dajes..) ſtrictly [the darkneſs of darkneſs] which latter 


© 


dred 


o 


' of darkneſs | in onr text, 1 7 
Sun,and the fweet influences 
&>\ weeten &frclfc the 
barren, and- 


dackneſy which 


direCtion, Fin oor protecti 


ſorrow and horrour, and woe? nolight of comfort, and. refreſhing >- 
tf core 


Cady hang qulayraba henry Maas + f eg 
e gave then fruitfull ſea ing. their bearts with food: 
rib 


iti one refpect andin the other ; prophets, andthe ſchools of the = 
aid 


and gladneſs,&oy,& honour. Pſa. g7. 1 1. bght is ſoy for the righteous Ms; 
for the ir Late. t ri 


ſpets we may ſay the Lord hath- not becn a Iand'of darkneſs to ” : 
| the 


Coy 
Kal Þ 


. : _ ; 0 þ ; | * ; 
theColledg: (tht Sthoolpf t e Yhath 'been'a n ukle 
GN ihe 1amops'tiphred among vs, even the lipti for -—- 

-but dffoin otber-parts of the world 


Sanctuary, and that norhere onfy b parts of the world, 
| y.þ Fer a no pooh we are Lords herein theſe words thede- 
 Fection and rev ol te peypte of God, fromtheLord is deſcribed : 
theword in che Hebrew «] therefore ] comes from a vetb which ſip- 
nifies [ to know] and *tis as if the Lord ſhould fay, 1 would faia kno 
what the reaſon w:lettme-know the, cauſe why. my people ſay thus! | 
are Loris] in the'Margeot tis webave Dominion ; fois the word alfa 
rendred in Gen. 27.140.1. c. after thou baſt dominion, thou wilt bregk his 
yoak from off thy neck: & truly thus wasit withthis people, when-chey 
gat power, having dominion over theſe and thole , iow they break 
offtbe Lord; yoake , and revolt from bim, and therefore (ay ( as it follows) 
we will come nd more at thee :[R'U D Þ| firmus fuit, innxus eff firmiter, 
Fires acquiſmit , firmatus eſt, dominatuseſt.| Avenarius ) they thought 
they had ſtrength, and were'ſo firmly ſetled with a Rod or-Scepter of 
wer and ſovereignty, that: needed not the Lord any more': 
 thoughindeed they had ieceivedallfrom God: he had putupon them 
© their ornaments, ;Ez#k, 16.1,72, 13. yet as if they. had not received 
any ſuch thing from the hand'of God, hey now pon the Lord, and 
inthe pride and height of their ſpiritsſwell, and grow ſecure andlof- 
ty, and calt offthe fear of God : We'have Kings and*Princes, and 
Civil power ariddignity, and therefore have no need of thee to be our 
Lord any longer, to be under his. command, and ſo as to obſerve his or- 
der, and keep the old Rode; but as z\Sam. 28.7. Jer.6.16. And we have 
power, and the Kingdome is ſetled in our hands; and we have things 
at command;we have peace and liberty, and are fall, and in proſperity; 
and thus through their ſelf-confidence and carnal Intereſts they are 
ready to look at themſelves as abſolate Lords, and ſo Independent : 
. .and we are from-under thy authority; and are at ourliberty : and we 
will have our liberty , are Lords of our own aCtions : and who may 
callus to an account; and we have dominion, and power as to others 
alſo our allies, in league and covenant with others, :;ſo that we are 
ſtrodg enough, &c. And this queſtion henplbes the pureaſonableneſs.of 
their Revolt from the Lord : wherefore &c. q. d. there can, be norea- 


ſon rendred for it, why they ſhould thus forſake the Lord,and the good 
way which he hath led them in,and chooſe any other way ; Context ver. 
.33.and 36. ' e Re 
OW, will come no more unto thee] they had made adefeQion from 
: : B 2 Oe, God, 
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God, and: naw. would not return to him : q: 4. we liave ſuch ſtrength, 

- andithe Governmeut ſo well. ſettled in oar hand that their's no danger, 
_and we need notany thing that the Lord can do or fay in che cale: as 
' though they /might now. chooſe what God they. would, a ſpirit of 

.  whoredome in them in revolting from the Lord; they thought they 
* * could ſtand alone, and'ſubbit of themſelves; and Fare EY 0g.tq 
x, and 


return to the Lord, bur keep their diſtance from him: ſo, unreatonabl 
bent were they to fall off from the Lord, as the Queſtion implies, 
this aftec tryal had of the, Lord" who bad nog been & wilderneſs, or &c. 


bat the contrary; this greatly aggravatestheſin, and. ſo will increaſe | 


the judgemetit of ſuch a people as that was.. 


DoQt. That the undeniable experience which tht Covegant-people of 
God. have badof the. Lords being to them not a wilderneſs nor a land of 
Darkneſs, but the contrary ſhould caution them never to incurre the guilt. 
of ſa unreaſonable a fi and daugeroits folly, and provocation artorevolt_ 


' From under the Lord, or.to be unwilling to return again itt caſe they bave - 
\* begun to decline from bim.. Mi.6.3,4. Iſa.1,2,5, Ter. 2. 2,--13. a peo- 


ple onceglad toenjoy God, though in a Wilderneſs ftate, yet it's 
oft ſeen that their affeclions towards Godaltcr with ihe.change of theit 
Wikerneſs iato a fraitful.Field, Deut. z 2.50---- 1,5.-Jeſuriun waxing fat 
with the Wine, and the Milk, and Honey, &c. kicketh againſt @od,for- 
ſakes bim,&c. and becomes a very froward Generation, ver. 20. Jer. 8, 
445,6,7. The Lords acquitting himſelf ( therefore) in his Expoſtula- 
tions with his. Covenant people, and that according to their unque- 
ſtionable experience. of. his being unto them not. a Wilderneſs, &c: , 


. ſhould.caution themfram revolting from under the Lord'( fron-caſting 


off their ſubjeCion to the. Government of Ged as their Lord & King) 
from decliving unto the affeCting of a ſelf-ſufficiency,and” a ſelf ſove- 
raignty, FS 
' 'R. 1. 1 might Argyeby an InduQtion of Particulars, whereby the 
emincacy of :the Lords being ſuch an one as the DbCtrine ſpeaks him 
to be unto. his People will appear, whereby our minds may be induced 
to aſſent unto that general truty propounded inthe Doctrine : but, ſee 
Pſal.68.58. $1,x05,106,&c. Deut. $.2:&6. | 
\ R, +2. From the nature of this experience, being a calleion and 
Improvement of many Obſervations whereby the Lord hath been ſen- 
fibly diſcovering and Clearing up his alſufficiency unto his people inor- _ 
ger 30 their happineſs ; he hath not lett himſelf without witneſs, but 
| | given 


| given them manyExamples,and ſuch,inftances of his being Al in A 
to his people, as whence they muſt needs (except they go againſt all 
ſenſe and reaſon ) cltave to him, and judge it a great wickedneſs ro de- 
pare from hin. the Scripture is farn iſhed with many Hiftories of the 
obſervation of Gods People in their time this way, and-the changes . 
of providence in our own Generation will ſapply: us* with more, ſo. 
that now if experience, which is wont to be the Miftris even of Fools; - 
will not teach and eaution theſe we are ſpeaking'of, it argues wonder- 
fal ſottifhnefs-imdeed ; andfor ſuch a People to caft off the Lord,to ſay 
ove are Lords and vol come no more at thee | tfter that they have 
tryed him (and fo which this e ſpeaks, that they have found - 
upon tryal the Lord tobe a-moſt blefſed God to them: if now) the 
reject him, they do himdonblediſhonour, and an unſpeakable vilene 
it.is, which they fftould tremble at the thoughtof incarring the guilt of. 
' *R; 3 -From the excellenicy of Fract5God above alf other Gods 
of the Nathons: which gods yettheſe Nations wilt not*ordinarily re- 
ject : ſo that thus to caſt ofthe Lordis that whichris- condemned by the 
very common Principles of fuch Nations'in theie way, though efring 
in reſpeC&tvf theright object of their devotion; - Context ver. 70, rr. 
the Nations change not their Religion'received from their Fathers, 
they wilfnot part wnh their Gods though they be fact as cannot fave 
themin thedayof their diftreſs,, -they being Dunghil Gods; but the 
God of*Ifr as} is the true*God, and our Fathers God ( as the Covenant © + 
Relation ſpeaks) and therefore we ſhould never caſt him off, Proy, 
- 27-10. our Fathers Frichd, &c. Hence Aficab 4,5. ' | 
\ 'R, 4 From the Covenant Relation and Obligation of ſach a Peo- 
ple unto God, to cleave for eyer unto him : -asthe Lord on his part t 
; performing his promiſe, fulfiks his Covenant relation to them,. and fo 
gives them experience of hjs being no Wilderneſs or Land ef Darknefs . 
to his People, ſo the conſideration of the Covenant on their part ſuper- 
added to that experience of the Lords faithfalneſs:and goodneſs to 
them, which they havehad, ſhould be ſuch a cautron to them as the 
-DoCtrine-intimates : Hence we are to put an Emphaſis upon thoſe 
words in the Text [ My People] wherefore'ſay my People; &c. 9. d. 
this will be contrary to thoſe ſolemn ingagements whereby they have. 
bound themſelves tome for ever to fear mend love-me, &'s. there- | 
fore in context, ver. 2. the Lord puts them" in-mind of their eſpoulals - 
- $6-him : and-hence alſo vide CalvinimTa ver. 20;&c. | 
- R+ 5.-From thecertainty and extremity of the woe of fuch aPcople - 
Sy = as - 
Obſerve the reading of the. two-next Poges,.they be'ng miſ-placed, 


-—» 
. 


alt ſo caſt off the Lord: wrath comes on them to: the uttcemoſt : A 

eres 0 hiding theit lin FromGod, er 4. 22.007 any avoidingrhe Judg: - 
che i ercarnal:confidences they have for theiri 

lev. nr :theLord will rejeQ all ſuch confidences:& 4435, 36 

ſov. 9c $g77-hk 4 wie pg inſuck a laviſh condition under myGovern- 

honow; Ot pv. ( oc; but now, ©, &e- and: : 

whenceiothat? ſcever. 17 ſa © 28: d5., & Levic:26. 1 3:0%c;: 

R. 6i-( Apdin ſpecialreferting to the left branch of the 'DoQtine) + 

Becauſe of atm whom rs 9s grace of God ts re-entertain unto: 

———_— thardo returinto him, notwithſtanding their grea- 

this is abundantly difcoveredin: the- thied 45% 


| «1,4, 12,14,19.22. 0. 
« Os: Fr Te. "God ſhould not ſuffer thei Exporienes of 
erage a9 vw 4 Land of Dar er this. 
; non tt periſh with them, but 
p La procgr Hewhery 


thas the t tbe the 
ox migh - 


penioclh, i Soperolpdo opens a the Linde do- 
cle ryring 54 I means; andinſtyuments, and method of 
Providence, &6. according towhich the Lord: hath acquirted himſelf, . 
&irrour Text,ro-have been to us;cun into ur wof a Wildetneſs nor, &rc 
Fw rpg 4 improye thoſe particulars mentioned in-the Lxgl- . 
ons *--*: 


-x,\8000the Lon eſtablithing Fr fa ama 
his People | ma wy of Order tron arralle; 
wy Copy lneach cog. 


X Tug | nl ol | Ecclefiaſtical a5 to Churches: prepation, 
, | « © C3*yntlyio Council 
the Lord bath Fan moulded and: formed. us to fach/ a conſiſten 
nerf asboth inends and enemies have wondgred at. The Lord hat 
things to a'Wilderdeſs confuſion, but there hath been that beau- 
zy of ol Forc pe wich he'harh ſtamped on'this PeoplereſpeQing the D6- - 
6, and way of W orſhip here profeſſed, and in the due ſubordioa- 


8 A Steriones and Inferiours, and: fellowſhip of the ſervants of - 


God together in the Lord:That orderand fellowſhipi in the Goſpel,and 


munion, both with.the Lord ang one anorher, Ohow ſweet _ 
bi tnat -. 


bs 4 


- asa City that is compact together, as Þſal, I22.34þ. and ſo, 


. tion that planted this Wilderneſs( that ſo this land might-nor bealand 
of darkitieſs and wilderneſs, as aforciaid:) to. drovide 


te | ty 9, AE = 
that Communion of Saints been! 'the Lorfl hath node his Pogpleto te 
ave not 

been left cobe as a Wildernefs wherein no.man dwells, or as the:Land 


of Darkneſs, ob. 10.ult. where no order is ; burhere the Loid hath\ſct 


* pp his Taberaacle,and that where the Devil hath been ſometime open- 


Iyand publickly worfhipped &c, he hath ſpirited his Servants here to - 


allociate together according to his order, with a deſire to obſerye- all 


the Ordinances of the Lord Jeſus, and to-reject the mixtures of hy. 


- manc inventions in the Worlhip. of God, contrary.to the: ſeco 


Commandment ; the Lordfilled his Servants with @ zeal for the Hu 

of God (inal the forms and ordinancts-thereof, as Exek;43.40,11,12,) 
fuch a zeal had Chriſt, Ioh.2. 17. thezeal whereof dideveneathim up; 
andiit was Phjneat his Zeal which did quench the fire of: Gods.w 


that began to-burn again@Iſracl; andſo, on the contrary, our -cold- 
L kin thic fre e of his ire, 'He 


neſs, our luke-warmneſs, will kindlethe-fire of his diſpleature. "Hence 
alſo was it the care which.God-put into thehearts of the. fickk Generg- 


ies. for 
Church and Common-wealth, in their:ordering Schools: of Learning, 


and in parcicular the Colledge; whence-it may: be, faid of our New-- 


"gland Cambriddealfo,asof oldgHine kecom;& poculdſacrs! where- + 


by ighrandrefroſhing ( as from a. Fountain of -Blefing ) might be | 
. communicated to the whole land, by a conſtant. ſupply of a godly, _ 
lervice 


learned Magiſtracy and Miniftry ( perſons fitted. for. pablick " 
both in'Church and Common-wealth )- and we have bad: experience 


* . of the bleſſing of God upon.that endeavour : and © let no hand there- 


fore be ſuffered to lay the Axe of deſtruction tothe root of that iTree, 


- by any direct or indirect means, or to draw away thoſe influences 


from above or beneath, whic h tend to its flouriſhing and increaſing !- 
2. Asto the Proviſion which the Lord hath made for his People-of 


-Food and Comforts for Soul and Body ; he hath turned a Wikderneſs 


into a fraitful field, which we have admirable experience of alſo: hath 

he notliberally provided for us, to encourage us'in his ſervice?- the 

Lord hath opened his good hand, and.giyen us bountifully as to-08t- 

ward bleſſings, in ſo much that we have been able to relieve-iand, 

port other Plantations of the Engliſhin other parts of the-World, agd = 

have bad the bleſſings of peace, waile others have. been waſted with + 
War ; & liberty to be holy- without reſtraint from man, and as 2 $41 

2:9,10: ſo may turn itas to New- England, God hath given it a _ 
c 


like the name of the great Natio 


12] me »up YT - y, 3, Non | 
1s of the Earth ; and hath planted his. 
people in a place of theit own, and-in the place which he bath choſen 
forthem, to ſcthis namein; and though ſome came hither but with 
their ſtaff a Iacob, yet. are they now becom: many bands; and God hath - 
ſown rhe land up and down abundantly with the ſecd'of man and beaſt: 
he hath bleſſed the bread and water of his people, and hath- unco- won-, 
dermentdivers times caſt in ſupplies of food and: cloathing, in the firſt 
Planting of this wilderneſs by his people, which things are not to be: 
forgotten ; the Lordbath not left bimſelf withbut witneſs, 'but hab gives. 
us rain from Heaven, &c,:85 As 45:17 112 5 2 on nd 1 
3. As to Direction ; making the.way of his people plain before, 
them : they have not. beea left ro ſuch a wikdernels tate as wherein to 
findno path beaten out for them, but che Lord himſelf hath: beea lead-, * 
ng chem in a plaio path whea they haye had many obſervers; being: 
to therm' for a glotious. conduct; even.a$by 4. Pillar of fire andcloud. 
hath he ſhewed them the way ;: Hence it.1s.that \Godalſo bath given; 
to his people thoſe that might, be" as eyes to them in tae wilderneſs.) 
Numb. 10.41. perſons eminently. furniſhed; with hisſpirit, to be in- 
ſtrumental of the proſperity-of this. place reſpeRing the civil and 
Church-ſtate: not 6aly Artificers mechannical(and it is well if their kill 
dye not with them, for want of thoſe that ſhould have been inftruced 
as apprentices:under them.) the Lord ſowed his land at- firſt with-fuch 
precious ſeed-corn, as was pickt out of our-whole Nation-;-and netonly, 
ſo, but alſo men that have been accompliſhed to: move inan higher 
ſphear, in whom much of the ſpirit of God hath dwelt, wiſe-hearted 
for the erecting of the Tabernacle of: God. Exoa. z 1. 3,4,5,6. filled 
with wiſdom and heavenly $kilt for government, &+.. ſncts holy-ones 
as have had an excellent portion of that diyine_©rim- and -T hummim 5 
whereby this land hath beev. preſerved from beiog turned again to 4 
land of darkneſs : *rwas part of Hezekiab's complaint in 2 Chron.2g.7. 
that in the time of Abaz his Father they had put out the Lamps of the 
SanGuary (and what follows but darkneſs 1n the San@uary when the 
lamps are put out, ).but the Lord hath lighted them and ſet them yp here 
with us: the Lord hath gloriouſly cleared up his will and counſel to his 
people, reſpecting the doctrine and worthip of the Goſpel, whereof 
they have givea that Teſtimony in the Platform of Diſcipline, declar- 
ing thercin their hearty aſſevr and atteſtation to the Confeſſion of Faih 
agreed upon by. the Reverend Aſſembly of Divines at Weſtminſter is 
matters of Dottrine ; only in ſome few points of controverſig in Church 
+  Diſciplice 


* " -,, 
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O take heed of a Bel;al ikepitir, that bf eons nderoey we 
z3ead of ſuck in Dea. 7 ES _ 7 ID T are : for wor ſhip, but bond falſe : war ſvip, * 
but the Magiſtrate.we there fee, is not to fuffer ſuch:Belialifts,butis to 
remettiber that'when ſuch ariſe, LY perha sliberty for'gh 


ligion, Goddothi agiltrates as well 
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Chriſtians, they cannottell how to bearany!Yoke!diffolate Profeilors! 
theywould/ walk, and live-astheylift; and ſay, as Pſal. 12.4. with our 
tongwes.we will prevail (get the Government as the wotd:{Gabgr] figoi- 
kes.;-00t-firit;try whatthe Swords; bug; What: the tonguecan'do.) Our 
FT angues/are our ownand who ir Long over ur? 1. E, (as in our Text ): We 
are Lords, &'ccAlooſe oy ern tthat-wauld:be under no Lord, nor 
Bonds, &c. the Pſalmiftdeſcribes'ſuth, Pſal, 2-2. :Let us break; their 
Bonds, and caſt amay their Cords from us; be it as to the Lords Rule 
and Goyernment jnghe;Common-wealth, or in. the Churches: They 
have yet rejedted thee (; laithihe Lord to Samuel, x:Sam.; 8. 7.) bur they 
have rejefledmi; thas Lſho uldnet Reign aver ther: It was:God that led 
his People'[ thou ledſt thy. People 85: 8 fiotk;, Plal-g7.ult.] bythe hand of 
Hoſes and Aaron: and hence when: they.mu rmuted alſo againſt Afo- 
ſes and- Aaron; Numb.6.;and did ſo.envy; and. in tbe pride. of their 
hearis riſe up agaiaſt chem as if zhey-took too much upon them, it is 
interpreted, to be againſt the Lyra yeris compared with 26. 9. they 
Krive againſt the Lordan ſtriving agginſt; Meſs 4nd <{gron ; andrhere- 
fore to be weary of, and rife up 8gainſtthoſe who Rule for, andaccor- 
ding to God and are Afinifters of God: to us.for £004, Roin.'1 3. 4. &c. 
thic is t0.c3{e up againſt, and.to.caſt off the Lond himſelf; as he that re- 
fuſcthte-obey the Conſtable in his lawkol charge."ro.aſhift him&c: dif 
obeyeth higheſt Aurhonity therein; {6 yishese;they willbe nomore:.ſo 
Mib9d; and ugeer the yoke As they have been; &c. ſurely God bath 
cbainsfor ſuch as will break and caſt away Chriſts gracious Cotdsfrom 
them: Mcns luſts are ſweet co them, and they would: nor be diſtur- 
bedot dijquicte.in their fins, ;; Hence: there: be.fo many, fuch 'as cry 
up. Tolleation bouadleſs, and Libertiniſm; fo: as {if it 'were inthicir 
power.) to ordera total and ,perpetual confinenient> of the Sword of 
the Civil Magittrate unto'it's Scabbard { a Notion'that is evidently de- 
Aructive to this People, and to the publick Ziberty," Peace and: Proſpe- 
rity of any; inſtituted Churches uoder Heaven ,) I cannot but heartily 
approve, notwithItanding of that advice ofan old Counſeller, to one 
of the Kingsof' F#ance,as%king him, what way ſhould be taken for bis 
own and bic Feoples bappineſs in bis Governing of them? he thereupon 
preſented him with a little Book, in: the- beginning, middle and end 
-"whereofthere was only written: thir Word [ Moderation! Modera- 
#ion Moderation! ] (voSaleom Philalethtep, 1.) We are-in danger 
of 'xxtreams;.;and however ſome cryup{.;Folerationg Toleration, T ole- 
'ration | at preſent, yet td SG that thatwillquickly in 
eninf ul | | Con» 
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* £on) Aon hk oihins z be changed to' perfecution*- 'But O'rhat-ithe 
od People of God wank ſtudy tobe quiet, and take heed of tha- 
-King off the Yoke of Chriſt : | if we think it not eafieen mwll for: as, tis 
ſure the fault isnotin- the Yokt/bueny out Necks that hor bear it: 
O there wasnotatfirſt that Contemptoſthe' 
or Churches for their/zealfor:Gyd berein,usbeg '$t6 grow up among 
_ us in theſe dayes: But let our Moderation be tif known, cven-in this . 
thing alſo,-unto all, for the Loydis at band; Phil: 4. beginming. . 

2. In reſpect of a ſpirit of ill will apainſtthoſe' that: would keepa 1 
people in ſubjeQion unto" God, and keep ther fromrevolt: God 
ſends his ſervants tall them back to the Lord, butthey willnor're- 
rurn [ we will come m0 more at thee ] :-and+thus they reject .Samucl the 
great Prophet, and judge in his time. + Sum. 8.7; Hence ariſes thoſe - 


prejudices and groundleſs jealoufics: lip _ of the'Magiſtrates . 


and Miniſters in the —_— anda oo erow over - 
themin petty matters; to rate them Will and Shvin ; ariſing from. - 
miſunderſtanding in ſornt of thoke that we may mor bely are the Lords . 
dear people (and it is pitty they ſhould be ſofeveived ) and fromdefign . 
m others, loading them with hay ma and that by lying andſland- 
ers would drivethem if they could, -anly capacity of ferviceable- 
neſs to God, or — eng they #re fuch es ave tood in the - 
gapintheday of fear;'\and by whoſc wiſdord, - bog hy ogy; grace 
ers, carefor the publick,- eduragh, 'zealfor God , and love ro 
. Intereſt in this Wilderneſs, the preſervation of our All hath been ina | 
greabmeaſure wrought : Shall theybe accounted violaters of theliber- | 
tics of the Churches, or of the'Common'wealth, who plead for ne 
born than the ancient and primitive Inteteft ofthe people'of Godin - 
the fieſt and beſt conftitution-anticomplexionof this Colony? muſt no - 
leſs then an Oftraciſme ſerve for a requital of fach ? o let it.not be! - 
Again,if the Miniſtry ſtand for the government of Chriſtin his Church, 
according to platform of Diſcipline, Chap. 10.Seft 2, 8c. prellingfor 


attendance to that Scriptural ditindion there uſed of Gorman" tt. 
muſt theybe now Peesbyterians, and 1 know not what? the Lord by 

poor ignorant-ones that underſtand not the thing whereof they !- 
doth the obedience of the brethren to their Elders, Leaders, Rulers, as 
the Scripture calls them, take away\the liberty of the 'Brotherhood ? © 
Let Paubbe judge, Heb. 12.r7..&c. and" if their frequent profeſſion . 
—_ t0-.the' way truly Congregational according to —_— , 


doQtrine-thereof in'the 'Books of our. fameus Wortbier, who have la- 
bouredtoclearvup the mind of Chriſt therein, will not be accepted, but 
their very:hearts.& inward ſecret ns muſt be judged & condem- 
ned; & thatthey are © 1 ity of: annovation threat-- 
ning the ruine: of, 0us'foundations;. thk Aches: ard: troublers of this) 


may hereafter when it is too late, reflect with blame & ſhame enough 
upon their own uncharitableneſs;in the mean time it muſt be left tothe 


, 4. When there ig.a ſpirit of ſovercign, unlociable, rigid indepen- 
knee mblge. ypon's people; Text we are Lords ] q..d. we have 
none above us, are not (reſpeCting Ecdeſiaſtical cauſes or perſons ) 
under any power,& we need not any other: we can ftand alone by our 
own ſtrength,can live of qur ſelves, as to that which reſpects a people 
| utderankecleſiaftical conſideration,we afſert theCoordination of Chur- 
chex, but tosffirm that Churches need nor the help, warch,&aſlltancy 
either of the Civil Magiſtrate above them, or of the neighbour Char- 
ches about them, as being out of the reach of both, and ſo as that there 
can be no healing (for inſtance) of any Charch-oppreſlion ina parti: 
cular Congregation, doubtleſs as thishath not Ty: Ws doctrine, nor 
7 Son of ourfirſt Leaders, ſo nor will the Scrjpture give countenance 


ereunto, long! Jug ſcen in:the writings of. .our Congregational Di- 
vines in beth Englands:Itis known what the Authors of theApologeti- 
cal narration, page 24. have written this way: and ſo bleſſed Mr. Bur+ 
rough: in that excellenr treatiſe of his viz. bs Irenicum, Chap.7. &v. 
Cottons way of Congregational Churches chared: page 11. &c,' prin 
ſedes anemine judicatur ſaith the Papiſt : bbidem. _ - "uo 

5. It appears in pride and unthankfylneſs, and-the abuſe of mer- 
cies againft the Lord: Text , are they Lords ?. and have they dominion? 
and (1 pray) who gave them it? alaſs they knew not ſaithithe Lord.. 
Hoeſ. 2.8. that I gave them corn and wine , aud 6y1;; but thus do many ſa-- 
crifice to their own net, and will come no-more at the Lard to-bleſs-bim 
for what he hath done for them in order to their advancement : and as 
N, buchadnezzar, ſtrutting mw palace; ſaid, 11: 208 this greas ogy 

h he A on 


lon which I have buile, &c- O'the manytich bleſſings we-are crowned 
with ! but our unthankfulneſs for them is greats: agg this _ from: 
pride, and that pride works ſecurity,.anda .Zuoncen frame of ſpirit 

prevails upon them: and they woald have:glt according to'their impe- 

rious wills ; ſach.as theſe tbe Lordbebolds a: farroff, and: will: dbaſe:: 
and, O greatis the -uathankfulnefs of: rov many-of this'/people in the: 
Land! ther's much forgetfulneſs of God, and.undervalujng the precious 
Goſpel of Iefus.Cbriſt in the Miniſtry thereof, which hath/ notwithftand-. 
ing paid richly: for.its entertainment: great unmindfulneſs of the-kotd: 
now.that he tiath: filled our houſes with:g ood things; contratytothabcau bee 
tion. Deut. £.and-Ohtthe ſad abule'ef the: plenty: of ogitwart;bieſbags: 
which he hath conferred, as appears in-the intemperanceand' riot of: 


many thar may be placed [ (3 0TH yopict Ears as 'as\ the Apoftle 


ſpeaks, Tit. 1:6:in the category of predicament of trot, tuxtity, pro-- 
1 perſons 


faſeneſs; and excefs: and'in regard 'of pride in Apparel, when perf 

Hhviſh out that way beyondtheir _ andbeyond what: their effates 
will bear, &c. again, inwayes of ſelf-ſeeking, and preferring the pri- 
vate before the publick good; as at ConZantmople,” Monies could not 
be had to-pay the charges of their Watch-men upon the Walls, till thar - 
the Enemy found it, and divided it by Hars fall aroag themſelves: and: . 


Mould it be fo here, might'we not juſtly fear, fbf /b7 Lord Jhouldend' 
Bmppriers,astheyare called, Nahum:.2 20 oo RO, 

6. Whenthere isa wearinels, andloathing, and a renunciation of 
the Covenant of God, reſpecting thecontinuance of-the ſure mercies . 
thereof from Generation to, Generation :. Text, O Geamration ſee the 

Word of the Lord; asto theword of his Covenant, and the care of his 
faithful Servants orFathers, i-their coming over into theſe ends of the 
Earth, was it onlyFfor themſelves?''O no, they had an eye to their poor 
Children alſo, that they might remove them far from-the temprations 
and ſnares of Superſtition and Prophaneſs, that they might leave them 
underithe wings of the Covenant:mercy and'grace of God: they took 
ſpecial care for the continuance of the Kingdome of Chriſt here jn af-- 
ter Generations; by 'aſſerting their Covenant intereſt, as appearsby 
the Printed Doctrine,and conſtant:practice of theſe Churches : - And 
therefore, examine the experience of former times, and Anabaptiſme 
we ſhall inde-hath everbeen looktat by the Godly Leaders of this peo- 
pie asa'Scab, and-not-part of -the Faith tobe contended for, but con- 
. tended againſt; our Fathers, the leaders of this People,never eſpouſed - 
it as agy-pars of-the intereſt of. Chriſt, being ſo cruch, aud hardhearted 
an 


an Opinion, an Engine Framed tocutthe throat of. the Infantry of the-. 
Church.. . Men are eager and reſtleſs in contending about Earthly In- 
heritances and Priviledges fur their Children, and are impatient in be-. 
ingdenied that of the. World for them, which they think is their due, 
and ſhall the Inheritance of Eternal life ( inftrumencally as to the ordi-+ 
nary way and-means ofthe diſpenſation. thereof conveyed bythe ex- 
ternal Adminiſtration of the Covenant ) be thought nor. oth the con--. 
treading for? God forbid: and ſhall theexpecience of thouſands reſpe- 
ding the Lords bleſſing their Baptiſme which they received in Infancy,... 
and the thoughts of their Covenant intereſt, ſealed in. Baptilme,. pre- 
venting many fin thatelſe they would have run into, and: recovering. 
them from back-ſliding, and. quickening. them eminently to anſwer. 
that holy obligation to God; 1 ſay, ſhall all this clear, ſure, comforta-. 
ble, bleſſed, glorious experience of. ſo.many thouſands of the Servants 
of Chriſt be naw concluded to: be fo. many miſtakes, fancies and delu-, 
ſidns, and the intereſt of the Children of the Covenant, to be but a mat- 
terof an indifferent nature, agd ſo not to be. any ground of: contending 
about? 1 ſay again, the Lord forbid : And ſhall thoſe whom experi-, 
ence hath generally found diſturbers to, and their- Doctrine, where it. 
hath prevailed, apeſt and confuſion to the Churches, be ſuffered to poy-. 
i fontheciling Generation, or difpoſſeſs them of their portion.in God 2. 
reade, Iudg.1.1-24. Wilt not thou poſſeſs, ©%. and-ſhall vot oue Chiſdren , 
poſſeſs what the Lord car God hath given us to poſſeſs? ſhould there . 
be a tranſgreſſing thoſe Laws, changing the Ordinance, .breaking the. - 
everlaſting Covenant ſpoken of, ſas. 24. 5,6. what may weexpect but* 
that the Curſe devour this Land; and when; under Zabels yoke, there. 
any be time to bewail thoſe.Calamities, but in. vain. | eds. 
ſe.” 3.» Of. Exbortation, {-e. O, Generation, ſee the Word of the; 
Lord(1 need not vary.from the Words of the Text for it ) the .Exhox:. 
tation may be attended in theſe three Branches: viz,, 
' 4. See that werevolt not from;God:: let us not ſay, [ We are Lards:], 
and O that there might neverbe fourd..an inglination thereunto ! And' 
Fot onr improvement of .tlijs part of the Exhgrtatiop, taks theſe can-; 
ſiderations following. + | n 
1. Know that Gods own viſible people have.ſornetimg proved, this | 
way, a very ſtrange generation : ['O genergtion |. ] the Scripture ſpeaks, 
of them ſometimes as an utoward generation, ACts 2.40.4 Zubborn 
and rebelliqus generation, Pſal. 78.8, au adulterous generation, Marke B.. 
alt; A generation of wipers, Matth, 3.7. a faithleſs andferyerſe generet.: 
4 het. 74 D:-3 hy \ T: F* T1 | 


- on, Matth. 17.17. a generation of Gods wrath, Jer.7-29. and we have 
as bad natures as they,'fo as to become 4 degenerate generation #s theſe ' 
in our Text, or any, if the Lord prevent not. POS USER R | 
2. Mind whar the Lord hath done for this people in Reference to 
theit order, provifion, direction, deliverance, protection and proſperity 
- in Church and Common-wealth, under the UNIT ING conduat of 
thoſe two great Ordinances of God the Magiſtracy and Miniftry, 
whereby itis ( in ſpecial ) tbat the Lord hath principally ( as in the ex- 
plication aforeſaid ) quitted himſelf to be #0f a" wilderneſs tour or u 
land of darkneſs : __ that-end pray that the-Lord will pleaſe to 
maintain and uphoſd the ſame, even'a godly ani learned *Hagiſtracy 
and e Miniſtry among us, that the Lord will make our Leaders in both 
orders inſtrumental-to _ this people chaſt and loyallro Chriſt Jeſus, 
and his intereſt in this wilderneſs : and that whatever others may be 
left to do, yet as Hof. rr. nit. New-England may rule with God, and 
be faichfall with the Saints. | canes? eas 3 4 1d oa 
Be muck ia the ſerious meditation-of what the Lord hath done this . ' 
way,lay up, andlook oyer thoſe experiences we have had of the Lords 
wonderful working for us from the time of the laying of the 'Corner- 
' Fone of this plantation unto this day:-and O let there not be a removing. 
of the eAycient *Land-marks of this Intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt ; not but 
that God reſerv's to each generation their work in the advances of Re-' | 
formation, as Phil. *;.'r 2.----16. and -as hitherto we have ex- 
 - -perienced the concurrence of both Magiſtracy and Miniſt-y,a5 ſo choice” 
- -4 means under God of our preſervation in the enjoyme: #7 our liber- 
-tles' civil and ſacred, fe let it be the ſtudious endcavourefthoſe in' 
whoſe hearts are the ways of God, 'thag that concurrence may fill 
hold, and'that the Governours of this ludab, i. e' Leaders, both civil 
and Eccleſiaſtical may ſay that the people of God are t heir ſtrength in 
the Lord.their God, Zech. 12.5. and ſo.that three-fold cord of Ma- 
gifſtrates, Miniſters and people ſhall not be eaſily broken: and as Ne. 
to 28,29, with Ezra.10.4. ſo that the good people of this Land” 
would ſay to thoſe thatareſet over themiin the Lord ( and to whoin 
their hearts ſhoald be cleaving ) by way of encourageing of them, ariſe, 
'this and that belongeth unto you, and we will be with you! O that 
| both Magiſtracy,Miniftry 8 the people might be iperſWwaded unto that 
union and concurrence, eſpecially in the matt ers of God and his wor- 
ſhip according to 'the exhortation which hath'in former 'times been 
excellentlygiven us from'Haggi, 2.4. and truly-when we look upon 
| | ED Cy x the 
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the primitive conſtitution of this people, methink's the Lord repre-- 
en himſelf as to the Prophet Amos, cba. 7.7.a8 ſtandiagupon a ul 
made by. a/plumbline, with a plumbline in his hand, admirably-and 
happily ſquaring, diſpoſing, cementing together the ſpiritual ſtones of 
this building; as to the union and confpiration of the parts thereof, 
ſeverally in theic order to ſtrengthen and beautifie the whole, O how 
excclleat was ity as thoſe of the firſt generation yet remaining know, 
and many alſo of the rifing/ generation can Remember , Here-let- me 
ſay, O:generationſee the Word of the Lord imthis matter alſo :'the Lord 
gave his ſervants in Church-and Common-wealth for the main body 
of them anunitiag ſpirit, and ſo aſpirit of Communioa for the carry- 
ing on with-one mind, with one lip, and with one ſhoulder the King- 
dom of Chriſt, and the work of their generation ; in which reſpects he - 
wasto them #20t a wilderneſs nor a land of darkneſs. Union of Refor 
mers was their beauty and cheir Rrength. Then might be ſeen, E 

1. Magiſtrates, and Magiſtrates upon the ſeat of juſtice cemented 
together for the advancement of the Kingdom of Jefus Chriſt isthis - 
wilderneſs; they lookt notupon themſelves as unconcerned in matters 
of Religion; but accordingly alſo have they thence-forward at all 
'times as there was occaſion put forth their power 'that way; for they are 
called iGods, and” therefore knew- they were to have a care of Godli- 
neſs; that being ſet byGod in higheſt place, they ſhould not ſet God & 
his Intereſt loweſt; but as-D avid, prefer Jeruſalem above their chief joy, 
Pſal.z 37:6-that being Gods theyare to love: what: God love's and 
hate what God hates, even asis ſpoken to-the commendation/ of the 
Churchof- Eph-fus.Rev.2.6.- Thou bateſt: the deeds of the Nicolaitans | 
which thing Talſabate: Hence'ſſee: Davids ſpirit, Pſa; 9.2 1,2 2:& 132. 
142;3. & this power of the Magiſtrate in matters of Religion bath been- . 
aſſerted by our firſt Leaders, by thoſe in the Common-wealth,, as ap- 
pearsby their conſtant practice; and alſo by,thoſe- in the Charches,. . 
witneſs the. writings of our famous Divines now atreſt with:God. Mr. 
Cotton bloody tenet: waſhed. Mr. Hooker Survey pt.2. -pag.7 9:80. Mr. 
Norton-Epiſtle Dedicatory before bis. Diſcuſſion, &c.:) and-inevitable - 
ruine will be the conſequent of a breaking down »f this Hedge; and 
2s Reverend Mr. Baxter ſpeaksupon ſach-an occafion ( Diretions for 
ſpiritual peace, pe261.)} If once you take your. ſelves to have' no- 
«thing to do as Rulers for Chriſt, you cannot promiſe. your -ſelves-that 
« Chriſt-will have any thing to do for you as Rulers inia way of mercy: 
6 and this (faith he) Mr, Owes ( ſo then tiled) hath lately told 0454 
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._ £4] Or 
-* & his- Sermon, Ofdb. 1 3- viz. The God of Heaven forbid that ever 
<« all the Devils in hell, the Jeſuits at Rpme, or the ſeduced ſouls in 
« England ſhould be able to perſwade the Rulers of this Land, who 
<are ſo deeply bound to Godby vows,:mercies,. profeſſions; and 
& high expences'of treaſure and blood; to reform his Church, and pro- 
<« pagate his Goſpel: that now after all this it-belongeth not to 
© them, bat they muſt, As Rulers be ao more for Chrift then for 37a- 
© homet-: 'Bur it ever it ſhould prove the ſad cafe of, England to have 
< ſuch Rulers (which 1 ſtrongly hope will never be) i#1ily progncſticks 
&« failnot, this will be their fate, The Lord Jeſus will forfake them as 
< they have forſaken him, and the '\prayers of bis Saints: will be ful 
\ **turn'd againſt them : and his elect thall cry ro him night aud day ti 
&« he avenge themſpeedily, by making theſe his enemics to lick the auft, 
&« and daſhing them in preces biks @potterg veſſel, becauſe they would not 
« that be ſhould reign over them: and then they ſhall kaow whether 
« Chriſt be not King:of Kings, and Lord of Lords. : in 6245 a8 
2. Then might be ſeen Magiſtrates and Miniſters togerher alway 
.of advice(l exclude not here the bonoured Depatie: of the general Eourt, 
but) Lhere intend the agreement.that there was between the civil and 
and Eccleſiaſtical Leaders in matters of dithculty, or vf: weight, and 
that were of general and common concerament to: Churches'or 'Com- 
-mon wealth . thoſe at- the helm of the civil Rate were wonttoimake 
uſe of the Miniſtry ; and the Miniſtry again of the Magiſtrates, as 
there was like occaſion i re. communi: nor were they wontto'go. con- 
_ -trary- to each others. advice, but had theſe candid arguingsone with. 
.another, if they did ſeem to differ in any thing atatiytime, agw: 
a right underſtanding mutually was-obtained : andpfren (have they 
-found' the bleſſing of God upon them in this way, -both in the firſt ſer- 
-livg of this Colony and after its conſtitution, both in the Legiſlative 
and Executive parts of government, and therein1n ſpecial idi 
<gainſt an Arbitrary government: and Thope it wilt everbe the wit- 
dom, faithfulneſs, and care of this civil Authority. not coleave-behind 
them preſidents of Arbitrary rule; for if it be left unto meer judge- 
ment and conſcience without preſcript Law, then do but change the 
perſons that are to judge, and there will be tyranny and woe, and 
conſuſion eaough conſequencial thereunto : and that ' Land which be- 
fore by wholſom Laws did, and might haye continued toſhine moſt 
gloriouſly, will ſoon be turned #nto ueter darkne/s, where there will be 
nothing heard but weeping, and wailing, aud gnaſhing of teeth.” 'And as 
7 Fg | formerly 


forinerly fo ſtill there ſhould be eommunication of advice, intentions, 
. and endeavours mutually between thoſe that are in theſe two orders. 
7oſiab doth not diſdain go take. advice of Huldah ' the Prophetels. 
2. Chrog.34.20,2 1,27. Nathantbe Propbet doubts not toſay(4, Kin. 
1.27.) unto David Is this thing done by ney Lord'the King,and thou ba 
not ſhewed it unto thy ſervant, who ſ# 1 fe on the throne of my Lord the 
King after bim? ] Moſes and eAaron kiſs one anatber in the mount of 
God; Exod.4-27, e Hoſes { Iſracls Ruler ) face's the better for taking 
the advice of letbrs the Prieft of Zfidian, Exod.18.1,18,24. andſo 
| didall Iſrael preſper under it. It weat well with Ioafb and Iſrael while 
they hearkned to (ehoiada: and experience hath, and will diſcover it 
to be true that, in all ſtates neither do well aſunder, or divided eftrang- 
-edly in their counſels, — Apain, then might be ſeen ; | 
3. drome? and Aitets > together in way of eommuni- . 
on ; nothing that was difficult, or queſtionable, or Weighty, or New, 
or that had an inflaence upon Se whole but they were wont toconſiilt 
with one another; as I have beard from divers of the ancient Miniſters 
of Chriſt now with God, and when I'was a Child have obſervedin 
ny Fathers houſe : if ther@hapned to be fome miſ-underftanding at ariy 
time, it was reaſoned” out | wrees audftill Miniſterial communion 
was maintained; and theſe things are known tinto hundreds yet living 
that may remember the Minifters meetingy, in the ſeveral Towns by 
courſe, as at Cambridge, Boſton, Charlstown, Roxbury, &c.' when, and 
"where the people did with great joy, and reverence acknowledge them 
and their labours that way for the good of the Churches: reſpectively, 
and looked upon them'as Angels of God, andſo received thew when 
'they came to Town: jPaul's ſpirit was then (eminently breathing 
"amongſt them, viz. as tothe care of alfthe Churches: 2.Cor. 14.27. 
and the Apoſtles word then remarkably obſerved, ln'r. Cor. 14.32, 57, 
_ 37- notwithſtanding ſome differences, yet rules of order being attended 
thoſe alſo may be well compoſed: & ſee Burroughs Irenicum,p.84.0c. 
4» Then might be ſeen Miniſters and their refpeQive Congregati 
' ons together ; their People trembling at the Word 'of God'delivered 
by them, reverencing them in the Lord, eſteeming them highly for 
their work ſake, ſubjeQing to their power and rule 1n+ the-Lord:' and 
fo now alſo may we build upon that Word of God, 2 Chron. 20. 29. 
(if itis not antiquated andow out of date)s. e. Hear me O! Fudah, - 
and Te Inbabitants of this Land, Believe in the Lord your God, ſo hal 
you be eftabliſhed, believe bis i ſo ſhall you proſper 5'as-you love 
; ; your 
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» . Anſ.x. So theywere of old. 2, This Rule in Timothy, and that 
wordin.2 Chron, 2qg aforeſaid, bold good ftill.. 3. Bleſſed are thoſe 
notwithſtanding that are not offended in Chrilt,and the ſheep of Chrift.. 
do, and ſhall keg þis voyce, in _the great matters. of Salvation, Jobv/ 0. 
- 5: Thea might be ſeen. Eburches, and Ghurches together inway. of - 
Communion, by greater Synods, as hath been before intimated, and alſo 
in leſſer $ynods.,or Courcills, as. there hath been: occaſion, 'when any - 
Church hath wanted Jig bt.ox peace &c. If help werenot asked, It was -- 
| fear chem withoutasking : and it was not then accounted an infrmg- 
mens of the Zyhextof Churches lo.to.do: Iapprehendit might do well * 
and be of great Wein donor Derep NE © POPNeg for poſteri-” 
ry; thatsbere might-be an Hiſtory & Narrative of cach.of them ; and 
a: fignification- of the bleſſing of God uponthe advice of Elders, and * 

xcile As met in Conn the many Towns of the 
Country,Mekiog hearts;aodgrawing tears. i: of joy. and repentance - 
kom the, eyes of brethrep.,in. thoſe dajes of t ir rocondlliatiary Ge... 
wd:an,evil-ſpirit therefore, in any:as that, who are labouring to keep / 
hoy, 0 pen. by-refuſing:balm:tobe poared 1n for beadling, when the + 
Phyſitian alſo igat hand. in.Giead:&oh how:tertible is it to ſeethebody - 
of Jeſps Chriſt, {for ſo is.the Church called ) tcru:inſunder by diviſions"! * 
| ſure; that is norche. true, Mother that, woutd have the Child divided : 
What, are > 9 jg moore this divide but incurring Shar poll 26A " 

al, | 


_ penalty, Gal. £+5,.and;are they not cating every one the Helh of his | 
ownarm? for ſorþcy might.,be an arm.of rength'to one another - 
{when united: and 1 bope our godly Leaders will not ſuffer it to be fo, 
that two.orthree men ſhall continue to diitarb the. peace.of ,a_ whole - 
Kongreganion, ape-hindes abe {extlemens of the Goſpel, and Qrdinan- 
cesof Ghriftfram yearto-year |.is there, no redreſs for. this ?. jf you -- 
-faw accompany of men. fet; and.reſglved to. vex md Rarve one-another 
; bodily, ſhould it be ſuffered? letthe liberty of Churches bepreſcrycd, 
. but care continued for converfionof thoſe that are ett of the Church 
 -vifible,andtheeefore.ſuch. ag arc able, appointed, .and-encouraged. to - 
| pets Ward.there copſtantly;till they can agree, exther to chooſe - 
; hirn, os ſome other faiibful Steward of the qyſtcrics. of. God mcng” 
| bs OO I them. 
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negligent $3 op their duty oft 28 alſo. Finally D 


he 
5 ace i giffers, Wd ir Arpeoplet toge medi mn es, 


pots f onpiecin 

eh Hoch drive is So wok work tc near fark 
openthe gf 8 PET; coftand'in wed, endiee rence Authori: 

ty (. 18aM.11.7 ; and ſo of the wholfome Lawsinaftate that are niade: 

and if God do n6t this, if he bow not their hearts thereunto, all-will 
be inwain;: a by. ia of. ſelf- Senyas love, courage, zeal for the 
intereſt ofCh ofcHil x He, vas arfirſt b beats bg ern ew mr Spots 
and. was c ps , edt ws "fuccels'by the Ged 
our mercy : and Q fn got theſe HL ways of being befor: 
gortens or deſp or departegfrom by this people! 
"nſide ' LN ron i God is uſually graduated, having 


E Phot ible be by degrees the fouls gf mien fide 
RO: CEE [ Np ath efur ces "whereby 'to caſt us 


down,and overthrow the.crue Religion and Kingdom of Chriſt among 
us, if he could; he ay Wins Diviſions, pes Scandals of Gods 
cople to prooieinh liſh defigns : he will improve the'ſpirit 'of 
Ear -and cowardice cemlo 7 * the rafhneſs of others” the jealouſies of 
others; the ambition of fofhees: thecoverotſheſs of others: the ſim- 
 plicity.of others: Ito s of others: the ſheepifhneſsofothers : &c. 
to advance his T7 HR ule V'y he Apdltacy of proteſſurs: yea, avd mil. 
chief (perbaps,) ſhallbelaid i in, in the very primmers*for children 
whereby, they maye even ſuck fn Poiſon i in their tender years:&al{oin the 
pictvrezgul imagesof Lok, of the Yirgin Mary, and'other canoni- 
'zed popith Saints, &c., ſold in, fone Tops, or brought over among u$': 
things that will rake with children, bur though they mayſeem minute, 
yet will ſurely prove 'of dangerous confequence at length to-thoſe 
tender years, and may become an IntroduCtion to Poperyir ſelf. 'I 
wiſh ſuch things. m'ghi be ccuthed in the; egge, and abandoned/by 
every one that profaileth the Chriſtian name, for the Lord thy God, 
.O New: England i aj:af.us God! bes a jealow Huband eſpecially 
in the matte) of the ſecond Commandrinent, "But as' to this,” or any 
other way of back ſliding from God, O ! fear all the graduations there- 
of, and the fiſt fleps thereunto : privcipiis obſta; watch againlt it. 
Tur = Forgetting a wilderneſs condition : their's danger thereof,” whey 
turied 10 4 fruitſul ow. Deut. 8,1 1,14:18,t5,”" bur therefore Tead 
Deut.26.5- --Iſa.51.1.-- Ke, E 3 2 For- 


.2.F | ttio the works of God for our Fathers, outs nc fhe:-sFinw 
it +, Wot 6 Lord, and ſerve bimin truth, for conſider bow great 
tbings be hath done for you. | TIE T4 
. 3. Forgetting the firſt and great, fundamental deſign of God and* 


his peoplein the firſt planting this Land, , 
PSOPH pion wes or twited in. with” the Intereſt of 


4- Carnal and waxldly Intereſt twiſted 1 ne Intere 
Chriſt, and his Kingdom among us: ſincerehearts wiltleave all worldly . 
_ good for the Ordinances of Chriſt in their parity, and the Lords. Inter- 
_ 2; Chron. 1, 1.4. and will forgoe all their own, rather then his ſhall 
miſcarry. - | ts Fe | | 
$. Glutting themſelves_-with. the things: of the world, and. hence - 
loathing, or wearineſs ef Ordinances,and ſo ifpetGog with edn lay 
diſpenſing with them; Diſpenfations-with Gods commands are man 
© tunes a rai ee 1p very dangerops: To diſpenſe with Chrifs | 
&« command; practically (ſaith that gilnt and wortby, Divine Dr. Owen 
& ix bg excellent treatiſe of wor ſhip,pag. 39, ) is, unlawful, much more 
« nnoally, moſt of a aphoitg rp, MUERTE Re 
 ® tq.do. Wits er 
6. Decay and want. of the ſpirit of falth and holineſs, whenceto 
get, and keep an experimental ſayqur ofthe ſweetneſs of lefus Cheift, 

d his precious ways, and hence follow'sa falling away fromany ex- | 
ternal profeſſion of the true Religion. 94n5 ie ER tas 
| 7. The backſlidings of ſome. few, and they (notwithſtanding) 
countenanced by too many, whereby they become hardhed'in'their 
evil way, and infection, alſo ſpreads. the more. Familiar fellowſhip 
with excommunicate peffons was one of thoſe ulcers Eccleſie which 
0%r famous Cotton ſadly complains of vnder that very term, as alſo Re- 
.mi lence in che ones maabers agyhalt BS GTUINE ExelFons of. 
the unſound, was another of them which he bEwailed. EET + 

8. Mixtures in Religion. cheriſhed by a ſpirit of Libertiniſm, and-- 
ſpiritual licentiouſneſs : It is dangerous to; Religion, and to Iſrae!s 
ſtate (and Rulers need warch againſt. it betimes ) when the Samari- 
tan enemy { notwithſtanding the pretence of ſeeking and ſacrificing to 
the ſame God with Iſrael ) ſhall be permitted to'build in-Temple-work 
togetber with Iſrac!, Ezra 4. 1,2,3, and the Lord keep that Samarita- 
21i{m from us,Recorded for our admonition in 2. Kings 17. 28----ult: 

9. The Lords delivering men up, now, in his righteous Judgement 
- to thecaſting off his fear, and name, and intereſt, &c« declaring openly 

mthe hardneſs of their. hearts, the ſovereignty of their ſelfintereſts 
| | above 


[N ; > - 


thusare they gone from God, and ſoa gone People indeed, if the Lord ' 
pity not, nor heal their backſlidings the ſooner. CIITN OY 
'4: Conſider how much cauſe of fear there is Mo pr wrath from- 


"God upon usſhonld there be a-plain revolt from and from theac- 


knowledgementof the good way whereinthe Lord hatb been leadin 
us, Jer.2:17-baſt thou not procured this unto thy ſelf (viz ſlavery in 

of Jsberty, and waſting, and abuſes, and wor, and deſolation by Lyon-like 
friken th £0 


God when be led thee by the way : let not the 


both wayes ſtrangely, and ſtrongly to lift ap it ſelf byreaſon of the a- 


verſencls that there is in ſo many againſt faithful; plain, zealous and + 


"thorough-condemaing the ſins of the times we live in: The Mini- 


ftry muſt not bear witneſs againſt fin, nor the Magiſtrate; even as - 

Witneſſes of Jeſus + 
Chriſt; and flay them by fuck a political death: it is a great fin, anda 
"dangerous evil to makea-marr-an offender for a word in the ſenſe of 


though men would thus ſtop the mouthbes of the' 


\ Iſa. 2 9.2 +. and to Jaya ſnare for him that reproveth in the Gate.: « 
* Butif this People will be Lords in the ſenſe: of the Text, and ſhake 
off his Government, and this after all{ ſo many) experiences of light 
and life, and bleſſing from him; after ſmiles, and ſo many pe- 
culiar tokens of his being New-Englands , and ſuch a diſtinguiſh- 
ing line of mercy drawn by him-between our ſelves and-others ;-aftcr 
he hath wreught ſo wongerfully for us;-being as darkneſsito our- ene- 
. mics, and bewildering them in their attempts againſt us,*ſ6 that all hi- 
. therto that would have devoured us have been-an offence to God,' and 
evil hath come upon them, Ter. 2.3. I ſay if aſter all this we willnow 
turn our back, and revolt from God, we may then expe that the 
Lord turnthis fruitful-land into-a wilderneſ; again, Pſal. 109;34.:that 
God ſhould be @ wilderneſs,and a land of darkneſ+to thee O New Eny- 
land! and cauſe the Sun to-go*dowr-at noon upon thy-Prophets: and 
pick rods out of this very wilderneſs, zeazbriars and thorns of the wilder- 
neſs whereby to ſcourge, and tear, & teach ſuch as will not otherways 


know the day of their viſitation : he can mingle our enemies, as Iſa. g.1t. - 


( French and Indians &c. together ) Make thee groap for the wall, liks 
the blina,[ſa.5 9,9,10, 12.take away the ſpirit'of Gounſel,& Countels of 
| by E 8 *, py Peace 


[ Weare Lords and will not come at thee] and * 


Adverſaries , pa zelling, waſhing, burning, &c:) in that thou ba#tF * 
e 


wicient good Land-marks be removed, Det. 2. 77. ' Prophanels; - - 
viz Practical, (© Ercatly threateneth our welfare; and this begins - 


; pe- 
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th Rulers, and make babes to 


vi\SY 


| (4 Sn Iſai. 3, grown haugh- 
, of Chriſt : and the Daughters (aid Sos too) of Sn g 4 


33 
ty, &e. fa they were planted nob Ihe Vine, yet they turned tothe de- 
generate Plant of a ftrange Vine unto th: Lord, Jer.2.21. and an empty 
Viz, Hol. 5p j uri ima? the Lord, and would nor bear 
the order of bis Houſe : yerys I ſceretly loathing; ſtriftneſs 
of codve cation whe waydf ho inefs;' but tlaxe, merry, looſe Reli> 
eaſed+hem better, and-fuited moſt with' their vain: ſpirits 'and 
BNA private interefts: arid'fo they could: beffolick,and vain, "and har- 
"miotiious with the-company they came amoneft: ' and they grew Fpiri: 
tually p rond, Ig as, and cenſori Fagews revilm by , (not ing 


their very Rulers in Church 8& Cn nte wealt 
ings of God: andfill-of the finsvf thorBogH 
| , &of motabtruth) difficwlation; equivocations; and fuck fitis- 
as thoſe which Jooken all the'Bonds of even hamane ſoriety, that"there 


cuay whe en 
1 Churches, wo | 
L178 on - 's # ty Revi2 42"R 
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eden pam 


pat, ad ao'thy firſt thy fit) workd;oþ cf lT iPenhfktd wk Sk, | 


and will remove tby candle#tickout of bis place, ee thou Veen: | AN x 
aide extin pbk, the bg hits, but remove the Candteſtucks, a'ſo : He 
\the Ft MNOocenty over us, _ pref ode ” 
bac Im t nb of all ft then truly 

*the® oe: Goel para nie 
| Mine = it 


Brube Neo dy 'their Connfels, Ze 19:14. when God 

"Hi'4 EA poſe E0 Mido Wont _ 2 vertigi 
A; h BE AR Fen ord of the Lord! Let 

oe &C| ers  Fpod-0Jd"p, cle /dtron” that do yet remain 


Jeethe' 42 the Lord ; Vi in order to thankfulneſs unto God: fot all 


" EXP RN he yy iven them'of his ts by flown - 
Fi Tf be dectare'thir they'do fo'by* ſhewitng 
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be-Miidedit trus: and' God cartmaingle'a 
perverſe” gee! © ingly a Pals 5. wow tomake them errecinevery -- 


4of the” Loyd, ax indi 
Ak. PIUE84'$ akey4 ould leave - 


is reed of 


ns .be no truſt or confidence purtin' one another: '*and though there * 


opotuy; era Nite | 


them Fetifens of of Gods mighty as, thet thai childreo/aſter | 

" them might learn tofet thetr bope in God, 4nd wot forget hisworks.' And 

 Ietthof, H the ſecond gcheration, thar afentred 2 br or the point of 
Jon the ſhape faQisirm,the fervice eneratibn,” ſee 

Tee a ite God. 
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- hath he forour fathers, and alfo in way of tile Fea eroftin 
the God of our Fathers, in the ſincere diſcharge of the workof our gene- 
ration. Former Expericaces fhould make us fedfaſt and uamoveable in 
the work. of the Lord, and in the midſt of all changes that may come. 
And let thoſe of the nad ut unfledged generation alfe, be pur in 
mind hereof, and be religiouſly ſeaſoned with FRO nurture, and admo- 
- nitionof the Lord as whereby they may do worthily, more worthily, 
moſt worthily intheir generation, when the heads of the preſent ang 
paſling generation ſhall be laid in the duſt, and muſt ſleep with the 
-Fatbers : and that thus as Pſal. 14 + Oo Leneration ma) froiſe t 
works O Lord unto another, and declar, by mighty aft! ! and that thus 
(as Pſal.45. uit, ) bis name may at, A PONIES pes | 
Sberefore Is the people praiſe him for ever and OR 
> if y EIT 06 Def, or ihould ha py ls ſhake off 
d to decline ON oth pong bea 
wil eG hoe of ihe Lords Iſrael fo return unto the, ord their 
again, ſay.not, asin our Text [we will come no more at thee: ] 
Ko herein thoſe two.great Ordinances of God,j. e. tl Mags "ae 
(bythe the Lode blefling whereof the Lord hath bers foperel Nt 
| people, asin our Text, tobe not a 
darkneſs) agg epecR or very much depend's api 
pw 34 for a, return of. | rar god the eq” in ue *t 
.any degree. 2. Chron. 19.4. at,it is faid, ht the p 
back unto the Lord God: of their Patbers : and Chap. -_ = ſie 
again, Ezra x.1,2, and 10,4. and in._this way hath- Aa pcs a0 
: bis work here alſo: and though not. the ſucceſs i ' always a-certain 
mark of the Churchor of theright. Way, as the Papiſts who make 
| HRES tempor alis Jeemporal! pro to be one þ rack I would 
far from-thinking that any ſmile of providence will legitimate thoſe 
aQions which.the Word of God condemn's) and in Religiontherefore 
to do nothing for God wherein we ſhall rug an d, ut leave: 
to, providence,'ang ſo. judge of the goodneſgorthe finf 
"way according as providence favours therein, or frowns upon. ths 
by ſome egped! Divines leok't upon as the corrupt reaſoning of 
liel in Ads 5.38.39. Butyct when gent for ey exny whoint fer 


Fin 


of God have ſearched the 'Scriptures, who Foo ou! God 1 
Mount, their faces ſhining with much of bis gler r receiving 
from the now ofthe Lord a ſecond ediridn of les and pattern 


—— oo - 


'of 


oFhis will: and that we have found the Lord ſetting to his ſeal of Di” 
vine benediCtion thereunto, O take we heed of Innovations now * 
and ler the remembrance of what the Lord hath been to us and done for 
us recoverfromevery degree of, andall tendencies uvto backſliding ! 

x, Remember that a main deſign of Gods people's adventucing is 
to this wilderneſs was for progreſs in the work of Reformation, and 
that in the way of brotherly communion with the Reformed Churches 
' of Chciſt in other parts of the world. O forſake not, deny not, con- 
demn not that fundamental defign! and otherwiſe indeed what needed 
they to have remoyed from £Englend ?. ( this cannot juſtly be denyed ) 


they were then in the place fron! whence there came mixtures in the 
worthip ef God, and the bleſſed Sabbath of God truck at, &c. which 
there were grieved with, 81d vexed their rigbreous ſouls from dayto day; 
but here they hoy mighc enjoy freedom from thoſe pollutioos, 
and freedoms 20. follow the Lord fullyin6ll his Ordinances and appoint- 
ments ; I ſay to follow the Lord( not by halves : notRtill in way of mix- 
tures:in Religion to have a medly of all ſorts of Religion, but) 
fuly ; with what purity the Lord would give them light for, and power 
$0. enjoy. Withogt, moleſtation: And therefore, as'not_jn a way 
of Separation from the Churches of Chriſt in Old- England, which the 

rinted Books of our. New-Englaxd Divines do abundantly ſhew ; 

”, Cottons Anſwer to Mr. Williams. pag.138.340,&c. Hookers Survey, 


pt, 7, pag.48. Mr. Philips in bus Anſwer to Lemb.pag. 144. Mr. Alles 
of Dedhan 


, with my Honoured Father (P.M. mm their; defence of 

'#be nine poſitione,both in _the Preface, pag. 12,13. and afterward inthat 
Book, p.40.4-3,64,70,71,1 59.&c.) And ſo to held communion with 

them in the Ordinances of Chriſt, and according to the order and com- 

mand of Chriſt, yet withal to depart from defiling mixtures aforeſaid; 

urely then it follows by undenyable conſequence, that if it was for 


eformation, then not for Toleration of all _ Religions: and awidl - 


arc the words that fell from the pen of our famaus Cotton in bjs bloa 
tenet waſbed, ( pag-132. and 192) viz. It was Toleration that ma 
. the world Anti Chriſtian : and (© ſaid he) the Church rever took hurt 
« by the puniſhment of Hereticks, But in the page laſt mentioned he 
*© hath theſe words, i, e. The Lord keep us from being bewitched with the 
« whores cup,leſt while we ſeem to deteſt & reje@? ber wib open face of pre- 
«* feſſion, we do not bring ber in by 6 —_— of Toleration & ſo m_ 2 


| FY 
6c 


*laft to drink deeply in the Cu © the Lord's wrdth, and be. fled 


66 with the Cup of ber Plagues; 
And ſhall any now 'plead for mixtures Both args In. 
yentions in the worſhip of God? & whagelſc is | t' Tolerx- 


tion, whichmany cry up; but. thatnomh xl Teftiman) 
ould be born againſt ſuch Idoletraus. mixeures ? ' grained | 
and union of a truely Religious people, conſiftsnatin a boundleſs - 
toleration of ſn,but ia the wy of Reformation ,Ezek. Wo fete Hi 
ſhould this poor people be latoxicated' with that'bs, 
DoQtrine of ſuch a foleration, 'as'to open ES an in 
unto ſuperſtitious and anti chriſtian Cer, 1 of TR 
as. it would be contrary” co our: 

ſeiling of this Plantation, ſo God would beextrea CEL, = : 


. ſuch a toleration : and who ſees ke te event that youldbe ?the like | 


I might ſay as, to- any. other ſuch in 
on deſtruRtive to the. eftablithed' w way: of 'Wetthi bere, for . 
Shlce thereof: and ſhall this bethe commiendadion of New-.. 

6. [I have ſi for thee, that thou canſt bear with - 

them bet ave evil? ] and this for thee er Flr thou” oo the wo» . 


bs by. to -. 


oy ezabel &s.] Yea 2h not Toleration..of 
L fatal in; Civil bi wees? forthe thate:.ais the "extra - 


fndenncie there alſo. 
rates Coercive vis in matters of Religion ſthere- 
grenades God, more then - 
an "other men, to true Religion; and -as. the: my 
Tings of Pare hoo [for it wo Wha 7h 0 eſa, 
"ab, C. thereforc arc DE ian [ | ts IF 
g the Reformation oy and. w hob ddrmia 
any ary ſober. Chriſtian to conſider” and anſwer 
Intereſt o Religion hath not as good a title; and ok fo for the Ma- 
iſtrates Protection, as [not any irreligion which ſelf-conceit and. : 
Thame hath. wedded any. unto; _wy PR vg whatſo- 
ever? and how wofull would the ſtate ts of things 
us, if men- might have liberty without mall to wars pcs , 
or print, or -publiſh what they liſt ; tending to the Seduction, of. 


others! and though.the Enemy ſoweth Tares, 5 which cannot be ma-. 
ny times plucked up without danger to the: whear, and are there--- 
Fore let alone,. yet I would. hope none. of. the Lords.  hubandmen - 


Lig SF » $& _ 


atk 6 1 \biith 2s to Sow Ta, or plead for the Sowing of 
them, I mean in the way of the T' ra aforeſaid;when as Ne 
be Leh: I-44 light of Nature and right Reaſon would cry 
.out 

.Rulers.are not tobe terour to hor £002, but'to the evill,Rom, 13. 
New. as. was ſaid concerning 1Cor.16.10.{ce tat hewer bg 
with you (ſaid the Iſle whe fear: ſo let the dear Servants of 


| God be cherriſhed,. unger Magiſtracy withou : 
they js afraid of Hed, >. LEADER Gare hem fan's 
thoſe Terrours; the n ne; Do&trin 


Bing, 17-21 al nappa: ae: 
BEES his power to 
Fa Noris it for anyto 
Magiſtrates medled not with 


Religion ; doth it-therefore follow, that _ hay ſhould _w 
ger erodedatthow ie wear wth he(Iifiea Religion 
n oot how it went with theChriſtian Religion 
ras, ane; re Magiſtrate ſhould follow the example of 
he Heathentherein ; as a'Pagan 2 when converted hath not 
A | more 


moxe power ( as a Maſter ) then he had before his conmrion; butyet 
ſurely the grace of God beſtowed upon him, teachieth him, that he is 
bound to improve his power better Fror the advancement of the inte- 
reſt of Religion in his family, and curbing irreligion therein } even far 
beyond what he did before his converſion,ſo tis here with the conver- . 
ted Magiſtrate. we 20s as x 

Auſtin 1 finde ſpeaking to this objection, | That in 'the 
primitive times, the civil Magiltrate did not make and execute ſuch 
Laws, and put forth their coercive power for Religion and' the Chri- , 
ſtians; Anſwers it thus, viz. * They confider not that that was the time 
« wherein ( as in-Pſal. 2, ) it is pret that the-Kings and Gentiles 
& would rage, &c. and not then'the time for what follows-there alfo 
& foretold, to be afterward accompliſhed, that Kings ſhould ſerve{the 
«Lord in fear, &c. Nondjem autem agebetur quod pailo poſt in codem 
& Pſalmo dicitur, i. e, & nunc Reges intellzgite; &'s: DQnomode ergo,ro- 
&« yes, Domino ſerviunt in timate, niſi ea que contra juſ[« Domini fiunt, 
< religioſa ſeveritate probibendo, atque plefendo ; _aliter enim ſervit quia 
«Yom eſt,atiter quia etiam rex ejt,quia homo eſt ei ſerit yivendo fideliter, 
* fx vero etjam R fx eft ſervit leges juſta-praciprentes,& contrariapro- 
| 1 


bentes ,convenients cle iendogficut ſervitit E z00biar luco: &tom- 
Ifa 


«&«; . 1 "$158 p ES . AOL 
pla idolorum; & illa exce econtra Dei pracepta fuerunt extruta 
; ofsvalia & inſe fac | ſen vi Rex 
Dominum-compellen- 


« defruendo: ſicut ſervivit 
< Niniviterum univerſam civitatem ad placa 
© do:ſicut ſervivit Darius,&c.in bot ergo ſervi no Rege«-in quan- 
ps tum junt Reges,cum ta faciunt ad ſerviendum ilhi, qua non-poſſunt fucere 
niſi reges: kv 6 08 
: To hor enough, ſaith he,that Kings do ſerve the Lord as private men 
can do,but as Xings,and that is when theydo-that in bis ſervice for him 
whicirnone butKmgs(&ſo it holds as to other inferiourMagiſtrates pro- 
ortionably-) can do;asreſpecting the making 8& executing wholſome 
aws,in order to-theadvancement of the Kingdome of Chriſt ) (_Au- 
ſtinus Bonifacio comiti,de correione Donatiflarum propter eos qui nole- 
Lontilles egibu; imperialibus corrigi, tomo, 2 Þag.74.)Moreover reade in 
Re. 17.the promiſe concerning the tew Kings bating the Whore, &c.& al- 
ſo whatisPropheſied concerning theſe New-teflament times,Ia.4g. 2 2. 
That Kings ſhall be nurſing Fathers,and Queens nurſing Mother: to the 
Cburch: the coumenance of the Magiſtrate, and that as a Magiſtrata, 
5092 in 


of 


My. 


To 
l, 


ON brered for, 1Tim.2. 1,2.&there- 
fore ſurely idito anti-Chriſtian thillp; as ſome would tagged? you, faith 
the Apoſtle jn the fame-Epile, © ap. 1.9,10; Knowing that the Law ts 
»y made for arighteons man, ( i.e. that he ſhould be condemned and 
ponithed or his*rightcouſneſs) but for-the- Lawleſs and Diſobedient 


cnonre rc ©. ] 6.e.tbat will not be ſubje@ to Order, as the word 
noges,and for the ingodly and —_— @ propbane, and if there be any other 


thing that it contrary to ſound Dofrine, ſo that not only as, to matters | 
of onrig ateouſneſs a the ſscond T able, biit No Ain and un- 


in mattersof Religion,is 2 


w ſt Table, is the Eaw to be poporrienably ſhar- 

if Walger call themſelves pious, will carry 
ieampi TN oppo, the wholſome Laws of the + 
 Country,andſo.upo thority i elf as and will refuſe to ſubject unto - 
Chriſty League TX i fndulons and criminal, let them ſmart - 
at Arr not ſuch a rofeſſion 'of Religion : as - 


forit as well bo co 


| be the wtiori of Civil Govern- 
gh i Neon Ta: Wy whos their Cauſe is - 


peed 
Tho ha —_— to minde On 5-40 and not The there! 
ons 


: Let all Prsj hates theft) in D6Qtine, and' Life, thar" canferl di- 
*ftarbance bY the: Peac:-of Churches, or of the Common-wealth Be 


 curbed, theRodof the Magiſtrate-is effeQually-to be improved for 


thatend:* Ande ELord more and mofe ſtrengthen) the hand and heagt 
_of our Magiltracy ll phy) weve gr Pride, and Drunkenneſs, 
and Ran the Herefies;and'Schifmes, . 


Wh Jo 2+? 
and FaQtiohs, wives Ford Te of , and ſcandalons- Diſorders 


thatdo ſo lamentably prevail wards us z whether theſe works of the 
fclh (as the Apoſtle calls ther, Gal.s; ")be found jn Ghurch-mem- 
+bery'or N Not-membets, CY 


Finally we way conſider, tharneutrality-in Religion hath «Scripture - 
"Ginſ pod to k tudg. 5.2 g. They did not belp again#t the Lord, but © 


Srequſe thy 


d not belt the Lord therefore, &c. yea ſometimes when it + 
EX. Is + 


 Forchead, and ſball rhe followers of the Lamb be aſhamed « 


; me (faith Chriſt, at. 12.30.) 1 again? me: 


and perilous time, when thoſe are to befouad 


A profeſſ People, who Through) 
A - ſeepticiſine 


-rather ſuch a Panden ay of 


-Comiti. Tom.2. Pag.z2. 


Y | is 


D $25 ant og ney do 
-is out of fear acid unbalief, ſce the danger facharei ig, 4 h #14, Do 


the followers of Antichriſt receive bis mark, in their Hand, and in their 


if. birg, and bis 
Fathers N, ame in their Forcheads? reade Rev,i4.1 1He Thats $5.mot. with 


lity hece to be allowed of: Chriſt cannor cedure 
nels, but wil ſpew ſuch out of bis Rae the Nog ego of m an ; 


, or wanting a Pi 
figcerir eyib them, ! ies | 
ics: to, and haters'of ' 


out regard had to that. Lagorg 
ding to.Rev..14. 4. 


and which the rn: ie & rin 7140 3 mil ce of, 7 4 
Tok of Re of -work in an 
ecrous Generati of running hazards for Chrilt therein z * Le 
CE Et Med Patceution w rightly rs bw 
-puniſhmeat of ſinners for their fin by the Givil þ lagu My 

eh not the fwork in val, nk 13: ONTO 


"Tis true what A«; oe afoh io the Eos 
© pater indſiphnes fil Now if, radle '} 
uhacruglr os fe erire permhitt ant. » ih 


wy ias 
« Mag maghs homo _- = ST 


ec E pile, p4g.93. faich he; Marv ilt- 
If atuy 4 & par 43) fa | quem So 
eercende + Ui evim Domins ficeſlr injariem, if a imponthar fugerbia 
ditiplinaw; 3.6," Habs wartte perfeenter:'? Rulers 
ate called {ci Script, ſarely then ſuthareto rake cate for "the 
things of 'You are this day to chooſe newpods, and that with 
out incurring 'the danger of "War in the pate; bleſſed"be-God 
7 _ forit! TheLorTſuppoſeis, by Proxie,alr caſt for this EleQion : 
| Ietitberthe care of” New E land'for ever they chooſe nor 746lt | 
ſe: 4 ani rare; - we ſhall ſee'in Pſal.115.5,6,7: 
fo, *nor fuchwho have moarber* bir they ee Seodop ivr eges but * 
they {ee not; ears but they hear not, &c, Let us and of rey Link 
[rants drm wh Jcſus Chriſt in the bofome and hand of any 


profane Tdol ! 
Rn hat TY be | 


% it nor be cw herodwng 
May bc omGod om »haris'on that hand: 


be feefrom hel 
' ea Tango 


generation wr toes of; "fo 2 
pardon, 'bar'wrath 'comes for Sore | 
it docks portion 


2)Kings 23.26,27. and br os 3,4. and Ot! 
of. the RiGur thar rhey-may norinheritany'of che Miſtakes 
or.the Quarrels,&c; of: as hive gone before them 1 _ | 


Dn Ca x6 de carefully attended; by all 


means; : Care, _ - muſt neceſl: pom 
id ther oh negle&ts' hicherro, wherethey 

ag Repair in a + 

paſſage'in'ull + 

"I In Fawikes, hae! he ehamig Fn and diſcipline at- - 


Et code matters vr 7 


ended there, beck a5 101 
ty oppor ' 1s exil"Exarti 


r ury en! Ecapl to chem, ws 


is no leſs, inthis Land: and with a ſpecial 
q, Kion unto their Parents, it is a ſad; complaint in ſome parcy of ; the. 

| Country, -Fhat there are divers Children who: when, grown upto. 
ſome years wherein they might be helpful xo their Pareacs, and ſhould 
Jabour'to requite them, &e. grow to that pride, and unnacuralneſs, 
and ſtubboraneſs, chat they will not:ſerve their Parents except they 
be hired co ir, looking at themſelves as free from being nnder Parcncal 
and Family-government, when, as.neicher th-. Law of -God or man; 
or right Reaſon allows them therein; and. periups are ready to ſay 
as the Prodigal, Zuke 15.12, Give me the portton.of goods that jalleth 
to'me, &c, Manifold are the Inconveniences to the Fanuly, and co che 
.Common-wealch, and to the Church, that-come in,atrhisdoor,-and 


ce.in ſpecial £0. their ſubje-: 


thereforeI wiſh there might be ſeaſonable redreſs thereof, ; - - 
- 2. \[a the Schools; that, there be InſtruRion and Diſcipline alſo-at- 
tended. O that inferionr Schools were every where ſo ſetled and en- 
couraged, aSthat the Gofedge (which the Lord hath made tobe a 
Spring of Bleſling to the Land) might got nowJanguiſh for want” of 
A ſufficient ſupply. of young ones from:-thence!' There 4s 2 great de- 
Cay in 7uferioxy. Schools, it were well if thatfalſo were examited, and 
-the Cauſe thereof removed, and Fonndations laid for Free-$chools, 
3% ,poor Scholars might be there; educated by ſotne Publick 
#1 3. InCharches ; thatithere alſo: Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline be atrend- 
k 7 8d, and reſpeRing. all-Qhurch-watch- (1Infirution, 'Cenſures, and 
other Priviledges) which in the Churchthey have.a Covenant-righe 
unto, Remember they are rhe Lords Chnlartn, -Ezck,16.22. And 
-truly here, a ſad thing it is, 'that where che Lord'hath not been a 
" Wilderneſs, &c. unto #s, yet that there ſhquld: be ſuch 'places ro. be 
-found where no Miniſtry is ſet-up, and whethce, or where it may bg 
-ladof them, reſpeRing the Grdinance'  Kapriſm in parcicuſar, that 

. ; £4 


: 


AGES he, © 5; | 
they have beenas long (perhaps) as the children of 1/74 were in 
the Wilderneſs; and yet withour che Initiating Seal of .the Covenant ? 
the reproach' of UVncircumcifion not being rolled from them unro 
this day-:' wherethe qa is,” or who are the obſtruRters of ir blame- 
ably, I ſay'not ; may be the Lord will ſay as in Namb;14.31. reſpet- 
ing many upon the account of the precious Wayes"of the Houſe of 
God, and that Diſcipline of the Lord Jeſus which hath been too 
much by many neglected and deſpiſed, that ſuch and ſuch: G44 /ze his 
Glory therein notwithſtanding, 0 0 0 1 
Thirdly, and laſtly, Letit be the Prayer, and ſo the! endeayour of 
All, that'this Wilderneſs may never come to be's 1avd of darkneſ7 by 
our revolt from under our God, and from the Wayes and Means by 
which the Lord hath manifeſted himſelf to be unto his people neither 
a Wilderneſs, nor adand of darkneſr, Qthat the Lord-mayſtill” bg to 
us as formerly in that reſpe&! And therefore: (5 09h 7 
I;- Let'the Schools flouriſs ; This:is one'means- whereby! we have 
been; 'and may be fill 'preſerved from a" wilde' Wilderneſs-ſtate; 
chrough Gods bleſfing upenthe ſame, and- from becoming 4 /and of 
darkneſs, __ the ſbadow of death. Cheriſh them therefore, 'and 
the Colcage-in ſpecial :: and accordingly that' there may bea ſeaſon: 
able (while affeQions are warwy) ahda faithful improvement” of: che 
Contribution for the New. Eaifice there, 'and what elſe is needful for 
the encouragement and advancement of LZearzing in that precioiis 
Society, the fall and finking whereof vc the Lord forbid) 1 
ſhould look at as prelaging the Ruine of this Land alſo: Let ir ne- 
yer want a benign AſpeR for the flouriſhing of that dear 'N#r/ery; leſt 
otherwiſe there-come'to beeither no Miniltry,or an Illiterate;& (and 
4n that reſpeR;in formevzimes accounted) a Scandalous & inſufficient 
Miniſtry, I nor ſhining. Lights, Keep 'the Good Old 
Way here experienced of a godly Learned A1iniftry, waerein the people 
of God'have tryed; and found ſo much of the Preſence and Glory of 
the Lord crowning the ſame with fo choice'a Bleſſing as he-hath done: - 
and God hath no need of 'a' VN E #- Cart, or of: Uzzah's. hand 't9 
fave the ſhaken Ark, [nor did a good intention excuſe him from dearh 
:by Gods immediate hand and ftroke from Heaven, when che Lords 
Inftitution 1s'croſſed in that matter. 2; 

- +.12,* Ze the Liberties of the: Churches alſo be preſerved and maiut ain- 
e4;" for the Charchisas.4 A; atk the people'of Godare 
Fe | ro 
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co ine as Lights in thi world bu ore thereby alſo the Land is in- 
ſtrumencally 4 
unworthy be debarred the holy things in the Sacrament, | &c. 


which they have no right unto by Rule. Pa/ſent- fores (ſaid Cyprian: 
of old) &c. though they-bounce at the __ yet let them not have 


it opened to them, till dnely qualified for the ſame. There. is-much, 


and may be more danger of ſuch bold-fac'd Hypocrites : and there-- 
fore, O that no ſuch Intruders may be ſuffered to diſturb, and vex. 


the dear people of the Lord in any of their juſt Liberties |: and. chac 


a Malignant Spirit of 'Profaveneſ# (which this poor people is in great 
hazard of re rider impreſfion of) . may ti y be cruſhed, . 


and ſo not permitted to blow out Goſpe-Light, even the Lights of 
the Sanuary here. Nor let there be any Ludibria medicorum Spirs- 


twalinm, or what may be any-ſtanding Reproach tothe Healing wayes 
and Inſtruments of Jeſus Chriſt here, ſeeing there is ſufficient Baiw- 
i» Gilead provided by Chriſt for every Spiritual Diſeaſe in his Church. 


Let not the way of the Rigid Separatifts, and the like, be aRted over 
again here, till the Chur ches be buried in Confuſion. In caſe of che. 


Diviſions in Churches, hach not the Congregational-Way Balm for 


this Wound appointed by Chriſt, bur AforeZixe-mult be raked out of- 


his grave to be the onely Phyfician Þ 4 1 lit 

3. Lothe Miniſtry (who alſo ſhould' be inftrumental, in their 
Sphere, to keep this Cad from becoming 4 land of darkyeſs) be duely 
Encouraged. There have been, and are Complaints this way ceſpet- 
ing their outward Subſiſtence in many places: (I bleſs the Lord 1am 
not under any- temptation therein,” being liberally, and-abundantly 
well provided for by the good people I live among; \ and therefore I 
may ſpeak the more freely and boldly: for others) 1 fear there is too 
{ad neglet in divers Towns, It was a ſign Nehemiah was away, 
when the Levites were fain to- go i»to the fields, Nehem. 13. 6,10;17, 
when they are forced to turn to the Meadow, to the Cart, and to the 
Plow, & c.- or elſe they cannot live, at leaſt not live out of torment- 


ing Debt, Is this the fruit of Gods being-no- Wilderneſs to us? 0 - 
\ generation, fee the Word of the Lord, Minde the Example-of  good-. 
Hezthiah, 2 Chron. 31.4, he encouraged ſuch; (Q take heed that. 

there be nor on the other fide found a us 4 diſcouraged —_ 
+4 


reſpeRing ſuch (I'mean) as are able, and faithful Miruſters: of 


New Teltament, who would gladly. Prod, and be" fevt for their 


people : ) 


ept from being « land of darkpe(7. Let the Scripturally- 


-Charches or Towns are really not a 
that {aboxrs in the 1390rd among them; ſhould not ſuch a poor people 


Tee: SR 45 44; 4 2 TOR | 
"people :) He commanded the people (its there ſaid) and 'ir was n6t 
therefore lefr as an arbicrary thing, or asan Alms: and minde the 


fruit of it, 5.e, ver. 10. Since the people began to bring the offerings in- 
to the houſe of the Lord, we have had enongh to eat ; for the Lord bath 
bleſſed his people, and that which is - 1 i this great ftore. If particular 

le-to ſapply the neceſſity of kim 


be relieved ? might it not do well if ſome additional Proviſion were 
-made out of ſome:P»blick Baxk or Stock for an honourable relief 
of ſuch? and that thereby we help to bear one anothers burthens? and 
be we uot decerved, God ts not mocked in this very matter, Gal.6.6,7. 
1 Cor.9:14. Ezra 7. 24, &c, Muſt they be Rated zilt and Doom ? 
Ah, when mens hearts die to the Word, no wonder if they ſoon die 
to the Diſpenſers of it: and then, z#hat means thic waſte ? and proud, 
par order mr ey ry Peer rae bold, ſelfiſh ſpirits & 
Principles will be ſtirring, &, Let «« take turns to preach (and to poyern 
the Church alſo as Moderators in it) rather then have this coſtly Service? 


and, What a wearineſs #5 it ? &c, If it muſt be ſo, ſhould we won- 


.der if the Lord take chem away that are ſuch a Charge, and eaſe 
peeple of ſuch a barden? Oh, muzzle not the mouth of that Ox that 
treadeth out the Spiritual Corn, And though Antichriſtian Begging 
Friars live by Alms, yet let it not be ſaid of a Proteſtant people, or 
of theſe Chyrches , that they are ſo ſordid in their ſpirics as to 
eruckle under. a Afendicant AMiniftry ;, and that will be a flatteriog 
and an unfaichful Miniſtry at length, that is made to bow under the 
Temptations of Needing the Alms of the eophe : and remember, that 
a perſon or people may become guilty of Sacriledge by withholdi 
what is due this way, as well as by robbing or _ —_ chat whic 
is already dedicated or given in to "God, 441.3.8. and that with- 
holding, is there called R4b5ery; though I am far from pleading here 
for the queta pars there ns of in partictfar, bur onely as ro the 
fin in general, the Apoſtle rankyir with, yea aggravates that fin of 
Sacriledge above Tdelatry in the New Teſtament, Row,2.22. 

4. Let the Magiſtracy alſo be Encouraged: this is part alſo of the 
Light of Iſrael, 2 Sam.21.17. whereby under God we are inſtru- 
mentally preſerved from being a wilderne7, and 4 land of darkneſs: 


- — and a deſpiſed Government is a fore-runner of Anarchy and Fn 


Fox., andſuch Rulers will he now oppreſſed with the Burthen oft 
WS G 2 Goyern- 
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Government, when Revilings and Knocks are their Reward ,. and 
their hearts will come at length. to- be alienated from ſuch a people, 
each one ſaying, This Rnine ſhall not be under my hand, &c, 1/a.z. 
5,6.7, and Anarchy or.Confufion in a State, expoſerh. them either to 
ruine one another by Divi/ons, or to be ruined by a Foreign Power, | 
that will make a prey of them. ' Let, A8 Encouragement therefore be 
_ afforded to this Magiltracy ; 'There is the bread of the Governoar,Neh, 
5.18. ;.e. which is due to-him from the people juſtly ; -with AZazth. 
22.21, & Rom.13.6,7. and there are to be thoſe Y:ſfments of State 
(as Reverend Mr, Nye ſpeaks) to diſtinguiſh them.from, and dignifie 
them aboye other men, which there is. need of, and therefore thar 
they be enabled unto. Not my Lord Iajor, but his Horſe rules the 
City, \ſaid a wiſe man once, People are awed and ſwayed much wich 
ouiward Enſigns, or Marks and Characters of Dignity. Hence Ne- 
hemiah (as Judicious and Reverend Mr. Nye on Neh. 6. 11. 1n his 
Sermon, pag.17,18. well obſerves) even in a time of outward ſtraits, 
keeps np his T able ſo: as might ſuit with the. State of. the Governanr, 
though he bad not the bread of. the Governonr, Neh.5.14,18. He might 
at ſach a time have laid down. his Table, having ſuch an excuſe, but 
Nehemiah kyew ſuch Entertainments kept np the Dignity and Honour of | 
Government ; and that theſe uulgar Enconuragements do much-ſwenes © 
the Sewerities of Magiſtracy, and will therefore rather continue them at 
his own Charge, theu be without them : And their Attendants, and En- 
rtertainments, and other Pageantries, are not Enfigns of Vain-glory,. but 
the neceſſary Utenſils by which the worth and excellency of 'Magiſtracy is 
netified to the common people, it bring a Language bp wunderftood by the 
generality, As for that Self denial there hath been hy this Magiftracy, 
(even as Neh.5.19. ſo I pray); The: Lord think..upon them for good, 
according to all that they have done, and ventured, and ſuffered for this 
people. - But. as God bicſſeth the Conntry,: ſo I hope the good people 
of this Land will be enlarged unto a more honourable, and. propor- 
tionable Allowance unto them, according. as the Work, and Dignity 
of their Place calls for the ſame..  ® my ; 
*. O Generation {cherefore) (ee the Word of the Lord;and know,that here 
is encouragement for Gods people in the worſt times, for che Lord 
being our God, he will not. be a Wilderneſs or land of darkneſs to us 
if we finccrely reiye upon him : Can there bea /1/deryeſs wherethe 
Glory of the God of Heayen dwells > Can there be Darkye/s _— 
| there. 


'there is the Slin?- There are Influences of light, and life, and refreſh- 
- ing, and fruicfulneſs, and bleſſedneſs from this San of - Righteouſneſs 
-ro them that fear his Name. Chriſt. hach imbarqu'd himſelf in this 
our State; and therefore as C {ar encouraged the Boat-man in time 

. of danger by adark Tempeſt, i.e. Confide nauts Ceſarem vebis; ſo 
here, your Betruſtment whoarc, 7/7ae/*s! Rulers here, is.no leſs-then 

+ the Son of -God himſelt- with ſo; many of: the: ſons; and daughrers' of 
God inhis arms; and if. we for(ake not him, he will net \ forſake us, as 

Aſa encouraged thoſe in-his time,. 2 Chron.15,2, and as Dext.2,9, ſo, 

for a longer time now. then that, hath the Lord known and bleſt his 

people in this great Wilderneſs, &c. and O, ler him never leave we, 
nor for(ake wr;but be with 19/41 he \Wwai with our (athers, 1 Kin. $ 57, and 
that. the ſhining brigheneſs/ of .the favour of the glorious God of 
T1/ſracl, Cignified by that Repreſentation as of the Body of Heaven in 

ics clearneſs, Exva.24.10. may be ſtill the. Viſion-of- the God of 

; New- England; not dark and cloudy, bur. light and glorious, And 
as I haye ſaid; #ee:the word of the, Lord .ta us, (0.1 mightſay.alſo, O'ge- 

neration, ſee the Way of://xac/ unto God, and-our own wayes.in ſpe-_ 

cial : Have there beert ns degionings of Revolt from under the Lord- 

ſhip of our God? May inot' the: Lord. expoſtulate with us, as with 

thoſe at Bochim, {4 2.1—4 and ſay, Thave removed your ſhoul- 

der from the burden, and ygur hands from the pots, as P/al.81.6. 

I have taken off the yoke from thy neck, and. the Alnyghty bath cau- 
ſed light as by Snow in Salmon, 1 have.given you Manna-to the full, 

the Rock hath followed you, and you have had.the Pillar of guidance 
and proteRion-in all- your Journeyings ; but have you followed me 
Fully with the Spirit of C-lcb and 7oftua ? Yea thou haſt cafed-wpon 
me introubie(in the time of Drought, a year never to be forgotten 
by us, and our Children after us,. 40, 1662. and ar other times) 
and 1 delivered thee,, and anſwered thee, as Pſal. 81,7, Fc, and I bid 
you make no league with Canaazites, &c.- (in reſpeRt of corrupe 
mixtures, and baſe compliances in matters of Religion) but (as 7xag. 
2. 2.) Why have you net obeyed my voice ? why have you not ceme up 
fully to the praftice of, my Will, held, forth: to: you by my Servants? 
Why are there theſe and thoſe Images of 7ealow/ig among you ? Whar 
is this noiſe that 1 hear 1n, ſo many Churches ? the noiſe of the Axes 
and Hammers of thoſe that would cut and. beat down the caryed 
work? Why.is there ſuch neglect of your Church-work of the —_ 
| pp 


| | —_—— _ _ 
. : of God? and (as Ezr47.23.) hach'chat been'diligently done, which 
' - is commanded by the God of Heaven? for why ſhould there be 
wrath againſt the Colony of the Maſſachoſets ? and ſee Hag.1, beg. 
And why is Family-duties 'in many heuſes laid aſide? that in multr- 
tudes of Families there is (it may be) no Prayer from the one end of 
the week to the other ? no Family: catechiſing, no Repetition of 'the 
Word preached, nor calling Children and Servants to-an account of 
what chey do or ſhould hear ? no reading of the Scripture? may be 
.no Bible, or onely a torn Bible to be found? I mean, bur a part of 
the Bible to be found, ſo that the whole Scripture is never read 
throughout in ſome Families? I wiſh this be not the condition of 
many Families, that either there is no Bible, or buc a piece of a Bible, 
and that they 'can content themſelves therewith. - O that as'to theſe, 
and ſuch like things, we might be this day before the Lord' as thoſe 
at Bochim, weeping for the ſame before the Lord | And O what un- 
'thankfylneſs is ir, that after the Lord hath done fo much for us, in 
being to ns not a Wilderneſs vor a land of darkneſs, we Thould now ſay, 
ze are lords, and will come no more at him + Bat let us teſtific our reall 
thankfulneſs to God, by cleaving to the Lord in that good old way, 
wherein he hath been leading his people hitherunto, Strand faft in 
the liberty Wherewith Chrift hath made ma free, and be we not entangled 
with any yoke of bondage, Of one kinde or other. Stand (I ſay) for 
your Liberties; not liberty to ſin, but to be/holy;; liberty ts: =» the 
wayes of Gods Commandments, Change not away your glory for that 
-which will not profit; Ay ſor, fear thou the Lord, and the King, and 
medale not with them that are given to change: (Prov.24.21,22.) For 
their calamity ſhall riſe ſuddenly ; and who knoweth the ruine of them 
both ? Gods people came hicher for Liberty ; 5.e. Liberty inthe way 

*of Holineſs : and our Holineſs lyes in | 
Separation, from Sin and Profaneneſs, not from the Churches 

| and Saints of Chriſt. ST | 
Dedication, viz, of our Selyes; our Children, and our All to 
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| God for God's ends. 

Hence the Leaders of this people have, from the firſt, born expreſs 
witneſs againſt Rigid Separation, Carnal Ceremonies,Profane unho 
perſons in Dorine'and Life : Search the printed Records of theſe 
' things in the Works of our New-England Divines, and it will be 
Found ſo, Therefore ſtand for your Liberties (Honoured, m ww 
j | | Ts love 
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ovediin the Lord) and let us not be LR befooled, deluded; baffled, 
or beaten out ef them. I would hope that the Fundamental Intereſt 
of the Liberties and Priviledges of the Churches of Chriſt here, and 
of the Civil State, will never be transformed, alienated, and reduced 
to ſuch an Intereſt- which no ſober, godly, wiſe-hearted- Chriſtians 
will jadge worthy their contending for, or worth: their ſtanding up ' 
in the defence of, or hazarding their Eſtates and Lives for in the day 
of trial. 11.99; 
|| To conclude: The Lord help our Leaders 'inthe Commonwealth, - 
and in the Churches alſo, not to faint or be diſcouraged though th 
meet with oppoſitien, difficulties, and ill requitals from ſome : Beve ' 
facere,& malt audire reginm eſt, ſaid Seneca, And a good ſpeech was 
it of a perſon famous ia his generation,s.e. 4 may inPublick Place needs 
two Handkerchiefs about him, viz. the one for his Sweat, the other for the 
- Dirt, They mult be laborious, & prepare themſelves to paſs through 
evil report, as -well-as good... . And there be.the murmuring. 
and ſtrife of the Congregation in ſome times of temptation, yet Xfo- 
fee muſt remember he is a Nurſing-father, Namb.11.12. and Pasl as 
. a Nurſe muſt be gentle, LG : reſpeRing ſweetneſs of wiſdome, . 
and love, both as to ſpeech and ſilence] 1 Theſſ.2.7. and the Childe 
muſt not be thrown away hecauſe/it is unquier;. Phough there be a 
Storm, yet betray not the Ship , - /» »aufragio (ſaith Seneca) Refor © 
laudandus quem obruit mare clavum tenentem (cited by Reynolds of 
Paſſions, p.232.),i.e; That Steerſman or Maſter of the Veſſel is in- 
deed to be commended, that will notſhrink from duty through fear or 
Self-intereſt, &c:. though. he- bewaſh'd, and raked over. and oyer 
with the Sea, or whatever theevent be. I beſeech our Honoured 
Leaders and Steerſmen nor to deſert us, or the Cauſe of God im- 
-barqued in the Veſſel of this Commonwealth, .and of theſe Chur- 
ches, Youare as David to ſerve [| 7nperioas ] as Rowers under 
Chriſt, your own generation bythe will: of God, ARS 13.36; Let it 
never be ſaid of you, That you did let go your hold by being falſe 
co your Precious Beeruſtments this-way.- Yea, ſhoulda Wrack come, - 
(which the Lord in mercy prevent) ye alfo'may you-ſo manage ' 
your ſelves, as to beſcen\ ro. the laſt Clavmmn tenemges ; ſerving” Jeſus 
Chriſt faithfully here,” according to chat Command. P/al.2.11. to all 
the Rulers of the World, and that without! being Syaſſed with a - 
' Spirit of- Men-pleaſing, Temporizing, Humourizing, FaRtion, Popula- - 
rity, 
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. rity, &e, -It is by Chriſt that you Rule, and as you. are by hitn, & 
you are to be for him: and if we All cleave to-theLord, we need 
-not then fear'but God will be with us,” ſo'that we ſhall beable with 
Luther in greateſt ſhakirigs to ing the Forty Gxch Pſalm: and though 
all the Earth:ſhould be gathered agaioſt this 7e-»/alem,- yet: the Lord 
our God can make it a bxrdenſome ſtone, and a Cup of trembling, Zh. 
12.2,3, So that when theſeand thoſe of the Nations ſhall: enquire 
abour the ſtate of ſuch a people, zyhat ſeal one then anſwer the Ae 
ſengers of -the Nations ? "Truly bs 1/a5.1 4:32: 1.6.” That'the:Lord hath 
founded this $iow, andthe poor of: his people ſhall traft in 3h, - 1 (1 6 


? 
4 . & 
; : « v 
ol - 
b FY 4 FS Fr) I PAY —_— 
Wo " 'D .* -"F.9 off 
$3 223514 p +4 V3 x» | 
, , . I £ . F = We ry * ? 
p F 
" T - : 
# 1 IN 1 Foiwe | 
hk 
* 
Mt 
* 
b s x 
þ %. 4.4 3 os 3. Z5709 1.2% "£4 CATTLE A 4 Len SEES 
> 4 pol ew — F4 —_— Mt... 
. - ; 
« 4 i » 
þ , wia 2 $1; 3 } ef 3iC IQ7 
- . 
J "74 a. ys 2 FINE | > 
js , þ 
; 4 . : $ 
f F'RRAT A." 
® _ C # Wi * 4 % - p 
F 
q rf tk bi E +? _ . | s # MY 
oj , *z71 F G a - " i " . #5 d 
, , at) OL; 7 


des Epiſtle rothe-Reader,pag,r. 4in,32 blot, out there] - In'ithe Sermon it 
4-felf;,pag'1.1.z1, read recover that. 1. 23.0, The parts. p.g.'l.x.7. robeamong, 
P.8+ by. re being in them, , p. 15, 1.26. r. Zelote. P17. 1.x. r-Unreaſonable, 'p, 1g, 
16. F: ſoperſtitions. Þ;20. 1. 31. affeRation. p, 24: 1.44 7, pot many, 1. 27, Our 
farhers. p. 28-125. r; "thoſe candid. p.2g..1.37. blotourt 3f. p. zz. 1: 6-5, Intereſts 
ity p.36.\832,35 1, burſteer:only by providence, \andnar by rule,'; // 
- .' Beſides davers ſongs, which-the candid Readec will reguc, * +. -; 
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